
 

 

FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

CURRICULUM ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
 

-- 520 FIFTH AVENUE, CURRICULUM LIBRARY -- 
 

THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 2018 
5:30 P.M. 

 

A G E N D A 
 
A. PRELIMINARIES 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 
 

Paula Addis 
Kyra Aizstrauts 
Dr. Obadare Awoleke 
Dr. Leah Berman Williams 
Oscar Beausoleil 
Joe Dallaire 
Tara DeVaughn 
Sharon Hildebrand 
Earnest Kincade 

Allyson Nicholson 
Svetlana Nuss 
Earl Peterson 
Fé Seymour 
Dr. Heather Willis  
 
Timothy Doran 
Melanie Hadaway 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Recommend approval of the meeting agenda for April 19, 2018 
 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Recommend approval of the meeting minutes for April 5, 2018 
 

D. WORLD LANGUAGE CURRICULUM 

 Recommend approval of the World Language Curriculum 

 Recommendation Memo to the School Board 

 

E. GENERAL COMMENTS/ QUESTIONS 
 

F. ADJOURNMENT 
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Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 

Curriculum Advisory Committee 
 

Minutes of April 5, 2018 
 

Mrs. Hadaway called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. in the Administrative Center, Curriculum 
Library, 520 Fifth Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska.  
 
Members Present: 

Paula Addis 
Kyra Aizstrauts 
Dr. Obadare Awoleke 
Dr. Leah Berman Williams 
Oscar Beausoleil 

Joe Dallaire 
Tara DeVaughn 
Earnest Kincade 
Allyson Nicholson 
Svetlana Nuss 

Dr. Heather Willis 
 
Timothy Doran 
Melanie Hadaway

 
Members Absent: 

Sharon Hildebrand Earl Peterson Fé Seymour
 
Staff Present: 

Jennifer Morgan 
 

Guests Present: 

Dr. April Scott 
 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Dr. Willis moved to accept the April 5, 2018 agenda; Mr. Kincade seconded. Mrs. Hadaway proposed 
an amendment to add the topic of Curriculum Process and Revision after item G on the agenda. Ms. 
Aizstrauts moved to amend the agenda. Dr. Willis seconded. Hearing no objections or comments, the 
motion was approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Members reviewed the minutes. Mr. Beausoleil moved to accept the March 1, 2018 minutes; Ms. 
Aizstrauts seconded. Hearing no objections or comments, the motion was approved. 
 
TEXTBOOK & MATERIALS 
Middle School Science 

Dr. April Scott, Secondary Curriculum Coordinator, provided an update on textbooks and materials.  The 
recommended materials for middle school science is Pearson's STEMscopes, both online and print options.  
Mrs. Hadaway stated the district is careful to only purchase products they know teachers want and will 
use.  Typically, the price is the same for online, print, or a package containing of both. Ms. DeVaughn 
inquired if science was just one book, and Dr. Scott confirmed that it is one textbook and not different 
books for each unit. 

Mrs. Hadaway also mentioned that StoryTown is going out of print. A survey was done this spring, and 
81% of elementary teachers reported using StoryTown.   

World Language 
Dr. Scott discussed the recommendation for world language materials. Several Japanese textbook options 
were reviewed, and the teacher is requesting an updated edition of the text currently used in the district, 
Adventures in Japanese through Cheng and Tsui Co. Also, the recommendation for Spanish is a new set 
of materials, Avancemos through Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.   



 

Page 2 of 3 
 

Dr. Scott explained there is currently recommendations for only Spanish and Japanese texts, because these 
two world language courses have the highest projected enrollment for next year. Chinese has the third 
highest projection, but she is waiting to see if schools offer this course (there is a recommended text for 
this course through Cheng and Tsui).  Also, the French teacher decided to continue using the same 
textbook. 

Mr. Beausoleil commented that he was surprised the French teacher did not recommend new materials. 
The current materials for the district’s French I and II are very different from online French III and IV 
courses. He stated the current materials used in traditional courses do not line up with the materials used 
for online courses. In his opinion, students starting an online French III course are at a significant 
disadvantage after taking traditional French I-II courses. He stated there is a huge disconnect between 
online materials and what the district uses. Dr. Scott stated this was great feedback to take to the teachers. 

Mrs. Hadaway commented that curriculum writers addressed the topic of the disconnect with what is 
currently being taught versus what is offered elsewhere, specifically the grammar portion. Dr. Scott stated 
that when the writers were doing their research, they were very proactive about adding the grammatical 
piece to the speaking, writing, and listening portions of the World Language Curriculum.  

CTE Materials Update 
Dr. Scott informed the committee the recommendation of materials for CTE Architecture and 
Construction and Health Science is still a work in process and a list is not yet complete.  

Mr. Doran inquired about the cost of the district printing consumable student journals, and brought up the 
likelihood that the budget is just going to get tighter. Ms. Devaughn inquired if anybody will be using the 
open education resources (OER), which she stated are wonderful and free. Mrs. Hadaway explained that 
CTE and world language do not have an abudance of OER, but there are a lot of OERs for science, math, 
and English. Teachers can use these online materials to create their own resources. Right now, Ms. 
DeVaughn is working on self-paced modules for fourth through eighth grade math.  

 
TENTATIVE MEETING- APRIL 19, 2018 

Mrs. Hadaway explained the April 19, 2018 meeting is listed as tentative on the CAC schedule.  If the  
committee proceeds with the meeting, the only action item on the agenda will be the World Language 
Curriculum. Currently, this curriculum is out for public comment, which closes on April 9. Depending 
on the comments, writers might reconvene and change the curriculum. At this time, it is unknown if the 
curriculum will be ready to present to the committee by April 19. Members discussed rescheduling the 
meeting or cancelling it. The consensus was to cancel the April 19 meeting, continue  through the 
process of revising the World Language Curriculum, and schedule another meeting if needed. 
 
2018-2019 CAC MEETING SCHEDULE 
Members were presented with a draft meeting schedule for the 2018-2019 school year. Mr. Beausoleil 
recommended informing the Regional Student Council of the curriculum being revised next year, so this 
can be taken into account when they elect a representative. 
 
CAC APPLICATION PROCESS 

The application process is now open for parent and at-large positions for the 2018-2019 school year. To 
have a committee with staggering membership end dates, members will be assigned a one or two-year 
term, with a maximum of four years.  The deadline to submit applications is April 20. 
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CURRICULUM PROCESS & REVISION 
Mrs. Hadaway provided an update on the curriculum review and revision process. Historically, 
curriculum revision was on a six-year cycle, which went to a content leadership model, and then 
changed to the current responsive model. Teaching and Learning is doing a comprehensive review, 
which so far includes surveys with several hundred responses and interviewing 45 teachers across the 
district. The Curriculum Council, a short-term group made up Teaching and Learning staff and teachers, 
will soon meet to address such topics as: the balance of autonomy (is curriculum a guideline or 
expectation?); how to establish clear and consistent communication and how principals, teachers, 
parents, and the community will find information; and how to establish a holistic process. The goal is to 
do a test run of a revision process this summer, and provide the committee with an update in the fall. 
 
GENERAL COMMENTS/ QUESTIONS 
Ms. Addis thanked the district and everyone that works on the curriculum. She remarked that around the 
country teachers struggle to get updated textbooks in their classrooms. She feels that, as a teacher in this 
district, she can get updated texts without having to wait a great deal of time, and she appreciates this. 
 
Mr. Beausoleil raised a topic that was discussed at previous meetings- the development of soft skills. The 
district is considering cutting different extracurricular activities, and he feels these activities are essential 
for students to develop soft skills. He stated these activities are valuable to students and taking these away 
influences how students are able to interact with one another.  
 
Dr. Berman Williams inquired about UAF Math Day, an event hosted by UAF where sixth grade advanced 
math students are given the opportunity to practice applicable math skills in a fun way. Dr. Scott will look 
into this and send the details. Dr. Berman Williams stated this type of event encourages students to attend 
UAF after graduation, but also keeps students excited about math. She is excited about things in which 
the university and the district can work together.  
 
Ms. Nuss commented she appreciates the rich discussion on all the choices. 
 
Dr. Willis stated she has really enjoyed the committee and has a big decision to make about reapplying.  
 
Mr. Doran stated the School Board appreciates hearing from students, and that advocacy is extremely 
important. He also mentioned the release of information on the Borough’s minimum amount committed 
to education, and encouraged students to testify before the Borough Assembly. 
 
Mrs. Hadaway read an email from Mr. Peterson, who was unable to attend the meeting. Mr. Peterson was 
sad to not be at the meeting, but wanted to let the committee know he misses discussing the nuances of 
equity. He also stated that, in a tip of the hat to world languages, dodgeball is Zweifelderball in German. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Ms. Aizstauts moved to adjourn the meeting; Ms. Addis seconded.  Hearing no objections or further 
comment, the meeting was adjourned at 7:18 p.m. 



 

FNSBSD Curriculum Advisory Committee 

 

♦Administrative Support:  FNSBSD Department of Teaching & Learning ♦452-2000 x 11421♦ 

 
FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

  
 M E M O R A N D U M 
DATE:  April 19, 2018 
 

TO:  FNSBSD Board of Education 
 

FROM:  FNSBSD Curriculum Advisory Committee 
 

SUBJECT: World Language Curriculum Recommendation 
 

 
The Curriculum Advisory Committee (CAC) supports the proposed World Language Curriculum, 

and recommends its adoption by the Board of Education. 

 

The World Language Curriculum was last adopted in March 2010.  The proposed World 

Language Curriculum began in May 2017. Curriculum writers started reviewing current trends, 

level and course content, instructional activities, expectations, and world language national and 

state standards. A group of community members also met to discuss the World Language 

philosophy and mission statement.  

 

The proposed curriculum reflects a lengthy process of thought, discussion and research. The 

support of the World Language Curriculum by the CAC evolved over the course of this school 

year, through review and discussion of the draft and conversations with the Department of 

Teaching & Learning. During this time, we voiced support, offered suggestions, and expressed 

concerns. This proposed curriculum has also been reviewed by principals, teachers, and 

members of the community, including the Fairbanks Native Association, Tanana Chiefs 

Conference, Parent and Teacher Associations, and UAF Foreign Languages Department. The 

World Language curriculum revisers were responsive and considered all feedback during the 

revision process. 

 

At the April 19, 2018 CAC meeting, we voted to recommend the proposed World Language 

Curriculum to the Board of Education for adoption. We recognize the value of having a World 

Language program, and appreciate the changes that were made in response to expressed 

concerns. We would like to note that the curriculum: 

 is well rounded in its progression through each level, 

 is comprehensive and rigorous, 

 will support the preparation of our students for a global workforces, 

 and supports the cultural aspects within individual languages. 

 

The CAC thanks the World Language Curriculum writers for their work. They have developed a 

document that is strong, clear, reflects the input of our district and community, and is aligned to 

World Language National and State Standards. 

 

Respectfully submitted by the FNSBSD Curriculum Advisory Committee  

DRAFT 



  

 

       

 
      Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 
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Philosophy and Mission Statement 
 
 
 

Philosophy 
 

The study of languages and cultures develops appreciation, understanding, and acceptance 
among the world’s peoples, broadens university and career choices, and enhances student 
performance in other content areas. The study of a world language allows students to recognize 
their own distinct culture and language and enriches the students’ personal lives. Therefore, 
studying languages and cultures is an integral part of the essential curriculum for students of all 
ages and abilities. A successful world language program incorporates varied instructional 
strategies, technologies, assessments for communicative proficiency, and opportunities to 
participate in culturally authentic experiences. 
 
 
 
 

Mission 

Our mission is to encourage students to become global citizens by instilling cultural 
understanding, developing language skills, and promoting life-long learning.  Acquiring a new 
language is an on-going process developed over time; therefore, the Fairbanks North Star 
Borough School District commits to: 

 encouraging students to engage in multiple years of world language education as a life-
long learning process; 

 creating a classroom environment which supports language acquisition; 
 providing instructors who are proficient in the target language, embed best practice 

pedagogy, and stay up-to-date with current with research and findings in providing 
language instruction;  

 integrating various methods, materials, and technology to help students learn to respond, 
perform, and create in the target language; and 

 utilizing community resources to help students make connections locally and world-wide. 
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Introduction to the World 
Language Curriculum 

 
World Language writers have developed curriculum to assist educators in implementing the 
Fairbanks North Star Borough School District’s World Language objectives that align with 
World Language National and Alaska Standards.  The curriculum includes alignment or 
consideration of the following:  

 The linguistic and cultural content statements addressed in each quarter’s or semester’s 
theme/topics; 

 The indicators addressed in each unit; 
 The knowledge and skills necessary to address the learning objectives that will be 

assessed; 
 Theme/topic descriptions; 
 The World Readiness Standards for Learning Languages that are the national standards 

used for aligning instruction as outlined by the American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Languages. 

 
Additional resources have been suggested to assist teachers with implementing the learning 
proficiencies. The learning objectives are intended to provide clear targets to assist in the daily 
planning of lessons.  Teachers are encouraged to use the assessment data to determine what 
additional learning experiences are necessary for students to meet each targeted proficiency level 
in a specific context. 
 
Please note that most indicators are not meant to be mastered in one unit.  Most indicators appear 
in several units and are assessed in multiple units in order to determine students' progression 
towards meeting the indicators in a variety of contexts.   
 
It is expected that all four linguistic domains (listening, reading, speaking, and writing) will be 
addressed and assessed through the learning at all levels; however, it is completely appropriate 
for elementary schools to concentrate on speaking and listening. Elementary schools may 
incorporate exposure to languages through music, art, dancing, etc. The middle school 
exploratory model is the broader learning of two or more languages and cultures throughout the 
year.  
 
Single language development, depending on staffing, can begin in the middle school and 
continue in high school. Single language curriculum not listed in this guide may be available to 
schools through district online options. Additionally, schools wishing to offer languages not in 
the curriculum may be able to do so through the district’s pilot course process. Contact the 
Department of Teaching and Learning for more information on this process.   
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 Explanation of Terms 
 
Alaska Content Standards 
Standards adopted by the State Board of Education for what students should be learning in ten 
core subject areas.  These standards are general statements of what Alaskans want students to 
know and be able to do as a result of their public schooling. 
 
Cultural Standards for Alaska Students 
Standards endorsed by the State Board of Education that serve to encourage enrichment of the 
content standards.  They are used as a guide to ensure that schools are aware and sensitive to 
their surrounding physical and cultural environments. 
 
Mastery Core Objectives 
Statements that document specific, essential tasks students are expected to accomplish in a given 
grade level or course. 
 
National World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages  
Standards reinforced by the American Council on Teaching of Foreign Languages. The five goal 
areas of the Standards establish a link between communication and culture, which is applied in 
making connections and comparisons to be part of local and global communities. 
  
Ongoing Learner Goals 
Objectives that are fostered and reinforced on every suitable occasion.  Mastery is not assigned 
to a specific grade level or course. 
 
Suggested Activities 
Strategies and activities that enable teachers to help all students achieve Mastery Core 
Objectives. 
 
Readiness Standards 
Expected indicators of student readiness for entering each grade level.  
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Standards Alignment Coding  
 
The World Languages Curriculum has been aligned with the Alaska Content and Performance 
Standards. A complete text of the standards may be found in the appendix. The following coding 
is used throughout this document to correlate the core objectives with the Alaska Content and 
Performance Standards. 
 
Individual grade‐specific standards can be identified by their content/focus, grade, strand, and 
number (or number and letter, where applicable), so that RI.4.3, for example, stands for Reading, 
Informational Text, grade 4, standard 3, and W.5.1a stands for Writing, grade 5, standard 1a.  
 
Anchor standards are coded similarly. For example, R.CS.6 stands for Reading, Craft and 
Structure, standard 6 
 
 
 

Art Content Standards:  
 

 

       A.A.1   Subdivision  

 
    Key Element of the Content Standard 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
English/Language Arts Performance Standards:     
  

                                                        
 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Content Standard  
 

KEY: 

A = Create (CR) 
B = Present (PR) 
C = Respond (RE) 
D = Connect (CO) 

CONTENT KEY: 
L=Language 
R=Reading  
      RI=Reading Informational Text 
      RF=Reading Foundational Skills 
      RL=Reading Literature 
SL=Speaking & Listening 
W=Writing 
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Mathematics Performance Standards: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NS. 4. 1

National World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages 

National 
Standards World Language 

Subcategory standard 
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Ongoing Learner Goals  
 

Students will: 
Alaska Content 

Standards: 
National Standards: 

 understand and participate in verbal 
exchanges of increasing complexity WL.A; WL.C 

NS.1.1-1.3; NS.2.1-2.2; 
NS.3.1-3.2; NS.4.1-4.2; 
NS.5.1-5.2 

 use correct structures in communication WL.A; E/LA.A.1,2 NS.1.1-1.3 

 understand personal language and culture by 
examining another language and culture 

WL.B; WL.C; E/LA.E.1; 
A.B.2, A.D.5; G/C.A.4; 
H.B.1; CS.A.5,7; CS.B.1,2; 
CS.E.1,2,5,8 

NS.2.1-2.2 

 interact appropriately in multilingual 
environments 

WL.A; WL.C; E/LA.A.6; 
E/LA.E; CS.C.4 

NS.2.1-2.2; NS.5.1-5.2 

 apply language skills and cultural knowledge 
to enhance personal, intellectual, and social 
growth 

WL.B; WL.C; A.B.2,7,8; 
H.C; HL.C.6 

NS.3.1-3.2; NS.5.1-5.2 

 increase proficiency in writing ideas and 
opinions using a variety of technologies 

WL.A; E/LA.A.1,2,4,5,7,8; 
H.D.3,6; L/IL.B.1,5 

NS.1.1-1.3 

 read and listen to comprehend increasingly 
complex selections 

WL.A; E/LA.B; E/LA.D.1; 
E/LA.E 

NS.1.1-1.2; NS.5.2 

 work to improve pronunciation skills WL.A; E/LA.A.3 NS.1.1-1.2 

 utilize available resources to experience 
authentic cultural and language exposure, and 
to participate in multicultural events 

WL.B; WL.C; A.A.1; 
A.B.2; CS.C.4; CS.D.4, 
CS.E.1,3 

NS.3.2; NS.5.1 

 utilize target language to discuss issues of 
local and global importance 

WL.A; WL.B; WL.C; 
E/LA.D; G.A.1,5; G.B.1; 
G.F.6; G/C.D.5, H.A 

NS.4.2; NS.5.1; NS.2.1; 
NS.3.1 

 seek opportunities for immersion in the target 
language 

WL.B; WL.C; A.A.1; 
A.B.2; G.B.6; CS.C.4 

NS.5.1-5.2; NS.4.1-4.2 

 develop an understanding of how language 
and history have shaped the target language 
culture 

WL.B; WL.C; 
G.B.1,3,4,7,8; G.D.1,4,5; 
G.F.5,6; H.B; H.C 

NS.2.1-4.2 

 investigate career opportunities that require 
knowledge of the target language as a 
necessary skill 

WL.C; EM.A.2; EM.B.4 
NS.5.1-5.2 
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Suggested 

Guidelines for 

Elementary 

Programs 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This section provides examples of what a comprehensive world language 

program might look like in a K-6 elementary. 
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Elementary Introduction 
 
The primary focus is on understanding and speaking.  
 
Elementary programs focus on the development of listening and speaking skills and on cultural 
awareness. Grammar is learned indirectly, rather than through direct instruction.  
 
Elementary programs follow the natural sequence of language learning:  

 understanding 
 speaking 
 reading 
 writing  

 
 
Instructional techniques appropriate for young children are central to this level of language 
introduction; physical activity, music, and concrete experiences play an important role. Visuals, 
manipulatives, and music are a crucial part of the elementary classroom. Therefore, the typical 
elementary lesson plan includes songs, rhymes, games, play-acting with puppets, and other 
physical activities that appeal to the younger child. The goals of elementary programs are to 
introduce students to a world language and culture, and to motivate them to pursue further 
language study.  
 
The ability of elementary schools to offer specific world language programs varies based on 
available resources.  Cultural awareness and world languages should be integrated into students’ 
course of study through other curricula, including literature and social studies. Elementary 
schools may incorporate exposure to languages through music, art, dancing, etc. 
 
After completion of the exploratory elementary world language program, students will move into 
exploratory models of learning. 
 



  

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 3 Elementary Programs-Grades K-1 
World Languages Curriculum 2017-2018 Revision, Draft 4 

World Languages: Grades K-1 
Grade:  K-1 Overview: In this class, students will focus on music, dance, art, books, food, and games in 

the target language and culture. Prerequisites: None 

 

Themes Objectives 
Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

 Music 

 Dance 

 Arts 

 Literacy 

 Food 

 Traditional dishes 

 Holiday foods 

 Games 

 Classroom Routines 

 know that some people speak other 
languages 

 know that other languages have unique 
cultural components 

 know that other languages are written 
differently than English 

 recognize and sing along to authentic 
children's songs 

 participate in authentic dance from the 
culture 

 create artwork inspired by authentic 
culture, and know how the art and culture 
are connected 

 listen to and view children's books read to 
them in the target language 

 know some foods and ingredients from the 
culture 

 recognize enough spoken vocabulary to 
participate in classroom routines and 
language games 

 Present a concert to families and 
community of songs and dance that 
children can perform 

 Display artwork with a description of the 
cultural connection 

 Display bulletin boards of books children 
have chosen and heard read to them 

 Students make a pictorial recipe, help 
prepare, and eat foods 

 Students play games such as Simon Says, 
Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes, or 
Bingo 

 Students respond to basic classroom 
commands in the target language 
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World Languages: Grades 2-3 
Grade:  2-3 Overview: Students will focus on instruction for music, dance, art, books, projects, food, and 

games in the target language and culture. Basic themes can be introduced as time allows, 
without the expectation of mastery. The focus is keeping the students engaged and successful 
in activities.  

Prerequisites: None 

 

Themes Objectives 
Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

Personal Information 

Ask / Tell 

 greetings, introductions, leave-taking 
 age 
 where they are from 
 discuss cultural differences 

 
Basics 

 numbers 0-30 
 colors 
 alphabet, accent marks, pronunciation 
 classroom commands and phrases 
 question words 

 
School 

 ask / tell time  
 numbers 30-1000  
 ask / tell about classes and school  
 ask / tell about teachers  
 ask / tell about classroom objects  
 use prepositions of location with 

objects  
 compare target country's public school 

routines and systems 

 

 recognize and sing along to children's 
songs 

 participate in dance from the culture 
 create artwork inspired by culture, and 

know how the art and culture are connected 
 listen to and view children's books read to 

them in the target language 
 know some foods and ingredients from the 

culture 
 recognize enough spoken vocabulary to 

participate in language games 
 sing an alphabet song and begin to sound 

out words 
 respond appropriately to greetings such as 

“hello,” “goodbye,” and “how are you?” 
 count up to thirty in the target language 
 recognize names for some classroom 

objects 

 Display bulletin board of books children 
have chosen and heard read to them 

 Use cooperative structures to practice 
vocabulary strands 

 Students write holiday cards in target 
language to classmates or family 

 Students participate in a fashion show, that 
a partner narrates, displaying clothing  

 Students create a map of their town 
appropriately labeled 

 Students play games that require 
knowledge of vocabulary such as letters, 
colors, and numbers 

 Students create a book or poster with 
personal information, family, and pictures 

 Students create bar graphs of various 
student pastime activities 

 Students practice activities, such as 
following directions, which require 
knowledge of vocabulary strand (point to 
the window, please give me the marker, 
color the tree purple, draw a mean dog, 
Simon Says, etc.) 
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Weather/Seasons/Calendar 

 date and month 
 seasons 
 holidays/birthday 

Sports/Hobbies 

 seasonal sports and activities 
 likes/dislikes 
 hobbies 
 ask / tell about daily activities 

 
Family 

 relationships 
 physical description 
 personality description 
 household pets 

 
Home 

 rooms in house 
 basic furniture 
 basic chores 

 
Communities 

 places in the city (bank, library, 
restaurant, etc.) 

 modes of transportation 
 

Food 

 fruits, vegetables 
 meat and dairy 
 drinks 
 traditional dishes 
 holiday foods 

 
Culture 

 Students participate in many guided and 
modeled conversations based on 
vocabulary strands 

 Students perform short skits in class of 
varying length to practice vocabulary 
strands 

 Students physically act out a simple book 
or play that the teacher reads aloud 
(Goldilocks and the Three Bears or any 
culturally appropriate story) 

 Students orally present personal 
information about themselves to peers 

 Sing songs to families and community 
 Present dance to families and community  
 Display artwork with description of the 

cultural connection 
 Students write and illustrate recipe 

ingredients and help prepare and eat foods 
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 music 
 dance 
 art 
 holidays 
 famous people 
 national pastimes and interests 
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Beginning World Language Literacy: Grades 4-6 
Grade:  4-6 Overview: Students review and learn basic vocabulary that was likely introduced in the 

younger grades. Students continue to learn with music, dance, art, books, projects, drama, 
food, and games. Literacy skills to be introduced, as appropriate for the language, include 
pronunciation, oral presentation, spelling, and writing. Beginning grammar and geography 
skills are introduced (examples in Spanish would be the concept of subject pronouns, verb 
conjugation, and noun/adjective agreement). 

Prerequisites: None 

 

 Themes Objectives 
Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

Personal Information 

   Ask / tell 

 greetings, introductions, leave-taking 
 age 
 where they are from 
 discuss cultural differences 

 
Basics 

 numbers 0-30 
 colors 
 alphabet, accent marks, pronunciation 
 classroom commands and phrases 
 question words 

 
School 

 ask / tell time 
 numbers 30-1,000 
 ask / tell about classes and school 
 ask / tell about teachers 
 ask / tell about classroom objects 
 use prepositions of location with 

objects 
 compare target country's public school 

routines and systems 

Culture: 
 continue learning as they did in younger 

grades with songs, dance, art, food, and 
games  

 know how to show respect and interact in 
everyday situations according to target 
culture 

 know how to respond appropriately to 
many everyday greetings 
 

Geography: 

 be familiar with basic physical and political 
geography of areas where language is 
spoken 
 

Literacy and Grammar: 

 understand many phonetic skills necessary 
to decode writing 

 begin to sound out and write words, not 
based on rote memorization 

 begin to decode a dictation 
 use comprehension skills, such as cognates, 

to assist in understanding 
 begin to understand writing conventions 

 Continue presenting concerts or displays of 
songs, dance, art, and food days with 
families and younger students 

 Engage in structured conversational 
practice on a regular basis with the 
vocabulary strand that is currently being 
taught 

 Re-create, decorate, and label maps of the 
language area 

 Start a writing notebook with grammar 
notes, dictations, verb practice, and writing 
exercises  

 Present a personal information show and 
tell with structured phrases and visual aids 
(age, grade, home town, interests, family 
members) 

 Write and share their daily schedule 
practicing time vocabulary with 
illustrations  

 Describe which seasons they prefer and the 
kinds of activities that they do in each 
season or weather. 

 Play student-created games to practice 
numbers up to 100 
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Weather/Seasons/Calendar 

 date and month 
 seasons 
 holidays/birthday 

Sports/Hobbies 

 seasonal sports and activities 
 likes/dislikes 
 hobbies 
 ask / tell about daily activities 

 
Family 

 relationships 
 physical description 
 personality description 
 household pets 

 
Home 

 rooms in house 
 basic furniture 
 basic chores 

 
Communities 

 places in the city (bank, library, 
restaurant, etc.) 

 modes of transportation 
 

Food 

 fruits, vegetables 
 meat and dairy 
 drinks 
 traditional dishes 
 holiday foods 

 

 become familiar with varying accents of 
native speakers 

 begin to understand the concept of verb 
conjugation in the present tense 

 begin to understand the concept of subject 
and adjective use 

 participate appropriately in a class taught 
entirely in the target language 

 sound out and pronounce well enough to be 
understood by teacher 
 

Vocabulary: 

 recognize and spell many vocabulary 
words from strands with few enough 
errors to be comprehensible 

 use knowledge of vocabulary for receptive 
understanding 

 use vocabulary to play games and 
complete projects 

 Celebrate common holidays from the 
culture 

 Using props and structured language 
perform a marketplace skit to buy and sell 
food items  

 Create and share a diorama of an invented 
town with important landmarks 

 Use pre-written scripts or common stories 
to perform short skits to practice target 
vocabulary, reading, and pronunciation 

 Write and perform short skit which 
incorporates basic information exchange 
with a new student 

 
 
 Create a country or region project with 

PowerPoint, including accurate pictures 
and very basic vocabulary to share with 
classmates 

 Invite guest speakers to class to practice 
speaking, listen to new accents, learn 
dance, or learn about other places 
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Geography  

 location of target countries 
 capitals 
 major geographic features of target 

countries 
 physical divisions of countries 

(regions, states, etc.) 
 monetary units 

 
Culture 

 music 
 dance 
 art 
 holidays, celebrations 
 famous people 
 national pastimes and interests 
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Intermediate World Language Literacy: Grades 4-6 
Grade:  4-6 Overview: Students practice basic vocabulary via projects, which allow for differing levels of 

mastery. Students continue to learn with music, dance, art, books, projects, drama, food, and 
games. Literacy skills include pronunciation, spelling, writing, grammar, and speaking.  Many 
themes may be introduced by the end of this class, but students are not expected to master all 
themes. Students will still be beginning-intermediate speakers at the end of this class. 

Prerequisites: One or more years of 
Beginning World Language Literacy 
or teacher permission 

 

Themes Objectives 
Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

Review and reinforcement of Beginning World 
Language Literacy themes and also an 
introduction of the following: 
Health 

 body parts 
 daily routines for self-care 
 symptoms of common illnesses 

 
Travel 

 making reservations 
 transportation 
 exchange currency 

 
Food 

 restaurant – order/comment on food 
 market 
 Cultural aspect: 

o recipes/traditional foods from the 
target country 

o legends pertaining to food 
(Spanish) 

o bargaining 
 

Culture: 
 continue learning as they did in younger 

grades with songs, dance, art, food, and 
games  

 show respect and interact in everyday 
situations according to target culture 

 respond appropriately to many everyday 
greetings 

 
Geography: 

 be familiar with physical and political 
geography of areas where language is 
spoken 

 be familiar with basic history of areas 
where language is spoken 

 
Literacy and Grammar: 

 read and orally present short poems and 
book passages 

 speak clearly enough for a sympathetic 
listener to understand them 

 decode well enough to write the main 
points of a dictation 

 Continue presenting concerts or displays of 
songs, dance, art, and food days with 
families 

 Engage in structured conversational 
practice on a regular basis with increasing 
levels of student input and time allowed for 
speaking 

 Re-create, decorate, and label maps of the 
language area to include major landforms 

 Continue a writing notebook with grammar 
notes, dictations, and writing exercises 

 Use pre-written and student-made scripts to 
perform short skits to practice target 
vocabulary 

 Re-do projects from earlier grades 
incorporating less structure, allowing for 
more student interest, and age maturity. For 
example, rather than have students perform 
actions to a teacher-read skit of Goldilocks, 
have students read, adapt, and memorize 
another well-known story or play 

 Create and present a diorama of their 
‘dream house’ after viewing real estate 
listings from the target language country 
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Family 

 extended family 
 

 

Animals 

 basic animals 
 description 
 general habitat (farm, jungle, desert, 

etc.) 
 Cultural aspect: 

o symbolism of certain animals in the 
target country 

 
House 

 rooms 
 furniture 
 building materials 
 chores 
 Cultural aspect: 

o family responsibilities at home 
o architecture of target countries 

 
Media and Technology 

 newspapers 
 Internet 
 TV and films 
 Books 
 Culture 

o art 
o dance 
o music 
o poetry 
o holidays 

 listen and read well enough to understand 
main points from a sympathetic speaker 
or illustrated text 

 begin to use writing conventions without 
direct teacher assistance 

 begin to recognize differences in varying 
accents of native speakers 

 use verb conjugation in the present tense 
in writing 

 begin to understand and recognize other 
verb tenses as needed such as preterite, 
imperfect, and past participle 

 use subject and adjective agreement in 
writing 

 begin to correct self while speaking in 
order to practice grammatical topics that 
have been learned 

 
Vocabulary: 

 recognize and spell many vocabulary 
words from strands 

 begin to use knowledge of vocabulary 
strands for structured and unstructured 
speaking and writing projects 

 use vocabulary to play games and 
complete projects 

 use receptive language to begin to 
understand other academic content as it 
relates to target culture, such as math, 
history, geography, and literature 

 Students research and present a 
geographically accurate weather report 
from the target country or region 

 Present show-and-tell of favorite activities 
or pastimes to peers 

 Label and present a silly monster body 
using magazine collage and descriptive 
adjectives 

 Country report as in beginning level, but 
with a different region or country and expanded 
descriptions 

 Wax museum of a famous person, 
presented to school or families in target 
language, with visual aids and/or 
interpreters to help those that don't speak 
language 

 Write essay of what happened over the 
holidays to practice past tenses 

 Write and decorate holiday letters or cards 
for family, other students, or school staff  

 Write to pen pals from an international pen 
pal program or a local high school language 
class  

 Interview classmates and present in a class 
newsletter for hobbies, interests, or 
vacation happenings 

 Act out a doctor visit, and medication 
recommendation 

 Research project from target culture such 
as animals, art, or history 

 Invite guest speakers to class to practice 
speaking, listen to new accents, learn 
dance, or learn about other places 
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o nationalities of target countries 
o famous speakers from target 

countries 
 

Professions 

 basic professions in masculine and 
feminine forms 
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Advanced World Language Literacy: Grades 4-6 
Grade:  4-6 Overview: Students will apply vocabulary to accomplish projects which focus on areas of 

academic interest.  Literacy skills include pronunciation, spelling, writing, grammar, and 
speaking.  Projects allow for differing levels of mastery.  Class themes focus on reinforcement 
of lower level vocabulary as needed: geography, travel, music, history, art, culture, food, 
literature, current events, other academic areas, and special topics as approved by the teacher.   

Prerequisites: One or more years of 
Intermediate World Language 
Literacy or teacher permission 

 

Themes Objectives 
Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

Reinforcement of vocabulary themes from 
previous years with ample opportunity for practice 
and improvement.  Additional themes to explore 
are as follows: 
Enhancement of Personal Information 

 family, childhood (may introduce the 
imperfect) 

 friendship 
 school 
 hobbies 
 opinions 

 
Lifestyles 

 life in target countries 
 compare traditional and contemporary 

lifestyles 
 taking care of oneself (daily routine 

and health) 
 

Literature 

 legends, short stories, fairy tales, or 
articles 

 

 extensively label maps from the target 
language areas  

 use real websites in the target language to 
obtain information 

 recognize, identify, and perform various 
music and dance styles 

 describe basic historical events and some 
implications for modern life in target areas 

 know some famous artists and recognize 
their key work 

 interact appropriately with native speakers 
or in mock-everyday situations 

 identify foods and order food from a menu 
 read and summarize main points from a 

variety of genres with and without peer or 
teacher support 

 describe some current events and their 
significance 

 complete projects with teacher support on 
areas of academic interest or for dual 
credit with cooperating co-teacher 

 Continue presenting concerts or displays of 
songs, dance, art, and food days with 
families 

 Engage in structured and unstructured 
conversational practice on a regular basis, 
with high levels of student input 

 Re-create, decorate, and label maps of the 
language area to include major landforms 
and other points of interest, such as habitat, 
populations, animals, dates, points of 
interest, transportation, etc. 

 Continue a writing notebook with grammar 
notes, dictations, and writing exercises 
based on skills in the high school 
curriculum 

 Use student-made scripts to perform skits 
to practice target vocabulary 

 Perform for school and family a literary 
play in target language 

 If available, eat in a local restaurant that 
can allow students to order in target 
language 
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Music and Art 

 contemporary and traditional music 
and art from target countries 

 express basic opinions of music and 
art 

 
Cultural Heritage 

 social issues of the target countries  
 (e.g., immigration, poverty, gender, 

politics, religion, etc.) 
 stereotypes 
 architecture and building materials in 

target countries 
 

Storytelling 

 perform grammar functions from the high 
school curriculum with increasing 
complexity 

 Invite native speakers to class to share food 
in a culturally appropriate way 

 Write, edit, and revise projects such as a 
structured booklet, poster, or presentation 
using the vocabulary strands (diorama, 
current events reports, debate, weather 
report, student pastimes, country report, 
famous person report, what happened over 
the holidays, holiday letters or cards, pen 
pals, class interviews, or research project 
on item from country such as animal, art, or 
history) 

 Use target language to complete projects in 
other academic areas such as artist study, 
writing a children's book, poetry recital, 
science experiment, landform diorama, 
chemistry experiment, and math 
applications 

 Visit high schools to connect students with 
teachers and with older students studying 
the same target language 

 Engage in a service project 
 Teach lower level students a lesson based 

on the target language vocabulary strands 
 Invite guest speakers to class to practice 

speaking, listen to new accents, learn dance, 
or learn about other places 
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Example of an Elementary World Language Program 
 
The following is an example of a World Language program at the elementary level: 
 

Primary Gwich’in 
Grade: K-3 Overview: This course will teach oral proficiency and literacy readiness (introduction to sounds and 

symbols). Instructional strategies will include Gwich’in for oral proficiency. Scaffolding will be 
employed to help develop students’ comprehension. Hands-on material development with students will 
emphasize speaking around activities. Reading, stories, and activities will emphasize sounds, classroom 
commands, and utility. 

Length: 2 semesters 

Prerequisites: None 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
Grammar / Usage / Structure 

 

Students will: 

 

Suggested Activities 

Introductions  introduce self and family, all the way to grandparents  
 ask “Where are you from?” in Gwich’in, and answer the question 

themselves 
   

 nouns will not be taught alone, but 
as part of sentences 

 questions will be linked to 
conjugated verbs 

Family/Kinship   introduce family and friends    
 describe someone using familial terms (e.g., older and younger 

siblings, aunts and uncles (maternal and paternal)) 

 once students master the appropriate 
meanings for verbs and nouns, 
introduce classificatory verbs  

 use 100 common verb stems by the 
end of the year 

Greetings  answer common greetings  
 offer common greetings to others  
 convey emotions and expressions 

  

Weather/Seasons  use basic weather terms 
 use basic terms for seasons (e.g., summer or fall) in sentences  

  

Food Discuss:  preparing cultural foods 
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  eating, drinking, cooking, and cleaning  
 traditional diet and nutrition 
 age restrictions on food 

 preserve, prepare, and process meat 
and fish 
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Adjectives/Numbers Describe: 
 shapes 
 size 
 length 
 measurement 
 colors 
 numbers up to ten  

 

Postpositions 

(prepositions in English)  
 use the following words in a sentence: in, under, from, toward, 

beside, with, on, front of, up, down, back, and behind  
 

Body parts (human)  list visible body parts (e.g., legs, fingers, and ears)  
Animals  list animals in Alaska.  

 discuss the animals’ habitats 
 describe what the animals eat and what preys on them  
 describe where the animals live 
 describe how the animals act 
 make animal sounds/calling 
 recognize and describe the animals’ tracks and scat 

 

Plants   list medicinal plants, berries, trees, and brush  
 talk about the what time of the year they collect these items 
 describe the typical places they find these items 
 talk about what they like to eat 

 

Clothing   discuss basic clothing items (e.g., shirt and pants) 
 discuss what types of clothes are seasonal  

 

Place names/ Geography   lists and discuss villages in Alaska and Canada  
 use basic terms to describe Alaska and Canada (e.g., river, 

mountain, trail, lake, and hill) 

 

Command words  use command words, such as come, go, or stop 
 use classroom commands, such as raise hand or clean up. 
 use basic exercise terms (e.g., running or jumping) 

 

Stories/Dialogue Discuss: 
 the Gwich’in creation story 
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 Vadzaagiitsak 
 Zhee choo zhi’ haa 
 deetrya’ 
 Naa’in 
 Ch’iteehaakwaii  
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Games Discuss: 
 Jii juu vishrii dhah 
 Jiivee Deegoo’ya’ 
 diikwaiichan 
 Nagoodhan’in 

 

Attitudes Discuss: 
 the history of the language 
 the psychology of speaking 
 community healing by language learners 
 residential school history 
 decolonization 
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Secondary Introduction 
 
World language programs across the state, and within districts and individual 
schools, take many forms and are offered at different points on the K-12 
continuum. FNSBSD courses at the secondary level allow schools to access 
curriculum as appropriate for students, based on available resources such as 
staffing. 
 
Middle School Exploratory Programs  
Middle schools have the options, depending on school staffing, to offer an 
exploratory world language course with a minimum of two world languages. The 
exploratory programs are an introduction to two or more world languages, with 
few language skills expected. Children benefit from the experience and process of 
learning a language; this experience develops the intellectual flexibility necessary 
for subsequent language acquisition. 
 
There are many instructional resources available at the middle school level. A 
textbook is one of the possible resources; however, the use of a textbook should 
be in conjunction with other materials, such as magazines (paper and online), 
videos, CDs, DVDs, music, and the Internet. 
 
Level Programs (Middle School – High School) 
Single-language level courses typically begin in high school. Middle schools may 
offer a single language course based on factors such as student interest or 
staffing.  For high school courses taken in junior high/middle school, see School 
Board Policy 973.11 for grading and credit purposes.   
 
Focus of the language study is first placed on the development of listening and 
speaking skills, with reading and writing integrated later. Students use basic 
language to interact with their peers about familiar topics. They are able to 
understand directions given in context, commands, key words and phrases, and 
they can make inferences from materials they hear or read. Students’ experience 
with the language is not limited to the classroom; they are encouraged to take 
their language outside of the classroom and interact with their community.  
 
Students expand on the language skills previously acquired through study at the 
elementary and/or middle school level, or students can begin the development of 
these skills through the level one programs in high school. Reading and writing 
continue to be natural extensions of listening and speaking skills. Students 
communicate orally and in writing with their peers and others using more 
complex language. They understand main ideas and some supporting details 
without relying as heavily on visual cues or props. Grammar is selected according 
to the communicative functions to be mastered and is taught contextually.  
 
It is recommended that secondary students should take beginning courses 
(Levels I and II) in an uninterrupted sequence, such as back-to-back semesters. If 
a break in instruction is to happen, it is better for it to be at the advanced levels, 
where students usually require some basic review, but have acquired the 
foundation upon which to build further proficiency. 

http://www.boarddocs.com/ak/fbns/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=AD6QGA6936F9
http://www.boarddocs.com/ak/fbns/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=AD6QGA6936F9
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Advanced Courses 
Secondary students at the beginner’s level may restrict their language to the self 
and other highly familiar topics. However, as their language develops, students 
taking high school credit courses are able to communicate beyond the self. At the 
advanced levels, they can use the language to discuss current events, the arts, 
history, etc. They begin to communicate about more abstract topics, such as 
government, educational systems, and literature. Because of its abstract nature, 
grammar is selected according to the communicative functions to be mastered 
and is taught contextually.  
 
Advanced Placement (AP): The AP modern world language courses are designed 
to provide rigorous, intermediate college-level language courses for secondary 
students.  
 
These course outlines and information are to be used in conjunction with the 
extensive guidelines provided by the College Board. The AP course description 
books for each subject, which include the recommended topics and required 
skills, are revised frequently. It is the responsibility of AP teachers to obtain and 
follow the current course description for their course and participate in required 
audits. In order to be successful in this course, students need previous intensive 
language development and/or a minimum of three years of formal language 
instruction or the equivalent. Students can visit 
http://www.collegeboard.com/apstudents for additional information. 
 

Secondary World Language Courses 
Courses 

Middle School 
7th-8th Grades 

6th Grade at North Pole Middle 
9th 

Grade 

10th 

Grade 

11th 

Grade 

12th 

Grade 
World Language Exploration      
Gwich’in I *     
Gwich’in II-IV      
Iñupiaq I *      
Iñupiaq II      
Koyukon I *      
Chinese I *      
Chinese II-IV & Chinese Culture      
French I *     
French II-IV      
AP French    

** 
** 

Japanese I *      
Japanese II-IV & J-Pop Culture      
AP Japanese    

** 
** 

Spanish I *     
Spanish II-IV & Spanish Speaking 
Countries & Culture      

AP Spanish    
** 

** 
  * Courses may be available, dependent on school course options and staffing. See Policy 973.11 for grading and 

credit information. 
** Or teacher recommendation   

http://www.collegeboard.com/apstudents
http://www.boarddocs.com/ak/fbns/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=AD6QGA6936F9
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World Language Exploration: Grades 6-8 
Grade:  6-8 Overview: For the Introductory World Language Course, student will explore a minimum of two 

foreign languages. They are introduced to language learning through basic vocabulary and phrases, 
with minimum exposure to grammatical concepts. It also includes an introduction to the geography and 
cultures of the languages studied. 
 

Length:  1 quarter   or   1 semester 
Prerequisites: none 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
 
 

 
Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
the following concepts: 

The Country: 

Geography & History 

AK. Content Standards: WL.B.1-5 

 identify the location of country or countries where the language 
is spoken  
 understand a brief historical background of the country  
 identify cognates  
 learn languages which are in the same language family  

 

Cultural aspect: 

 explain how this country has influenced and/or been influenced 
by the United States  

 find some cities or names that come from the language being 
studied  

 some (Latin American) countries 
use a definite article (el, la) as part 
of its name (e.g., el Peru or la 
Argentina)  

Introductions and 

Greetings 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2-3 

 introduce themselves  
 ask another person’s name  
 appropriately express greetings and farewells for various times 

of day  
 practice expressions of courtesy  
 give age and ask another’s age  
 recognize the alphabet and writing system  
 learn differences in the alphabet and pronunciations  
 say how they feel and ask another how he/she feels  

 difference between familiar and 
formal address  

 alphabetical differences  
 verbs often change to agree with the 

subject  
 difference of name order in different 

countries 
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 ask about someone’s nationality and from which city he/she 
originates 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 understand that gestures can mean other things in other cultures  
 be introduced to differences in personal space  
 understand different forms of greeting (e.g., kiss or handshake)  
 identify some famous people from the country being studied  

Numbers and Colors 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1 
 learn to correctly count from 1-100  
 learn seven to ten colors 
  able to use number and color to quantify and describe objects 

 noun and adjective agreement  
 gender of nouns in different 

languages  
 recognize that nouns have genders 

in other languages  
 recognize formation of some plurals 
 understand the usage of measure 

words for counting objects in some 
languages 

Weather, Dates, and 

Seasons 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1; 
B.2-3 

 learn the names of the days of the week and seasons  
 identify simple weather descriptions  

 

Cultural aspect: 

 explain differences in calendar week (Monday-Sunday)  
 describe holidays  
 explain that countries in southern hemisphere have opposite 

seasons  

 some languages do not capitalize 
names of days of weeks, months, 
etc.  

For a course more than one 
quarter, the following themes 
may be used, but not limited to:  
 Parts of the Body 

 Likes and Dislikes 

 Leisure and 

Recreation 

 Time 

 Clothing 

 name seven to ten body parts  
 play games or sing songs (Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes) 

about parts of the body  
 learn descriptive adjectives such as: small, short, tall, pretty, 

ugly, athletic, lazy, etc.  
 say how they feel  
 say what they like  
 ask another person what they like  
 ask / tell where to find a place   

 different constructions to express 
ideas in other languages, (e.g., 
gustar, mir, etc.)  

 understand different languages have 
different word order 
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 Shopping 

 Home 

 Food 

 Art/music 

 Health 

 Family 

 School  
 Giving directions 

 People/occupations 

 Routines 

 Travel 

 Holiday 

 Hobbies 

 
AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1- 3; 
WL.B.2, 3; C.1, 2, 4 

 ask / tell modes of transportation  
 use a variety of adjectives and descriptive classifiers to discuss 

people’s physical appearance  
 explain relationships  
 ask / tell about occupations   
 ask / tell about their daily a.m./p.m. routine  
 make all of the basic reservations involved in taking a vacation 
 discuss and describe various holidays and how they are 

celebrated  
 know the terms for some common hobbies  
 ask about someone’s hobbies  
 plan weekend activities 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 explain bartering in the marketplace  
 explain why fresh foods are bought each day  
 describe specialty shops  
 explain differences in family living arrangements  
 explain how leisure time is spent  
 explain the practice of giving flowers when visiting  
 explain the importance of the extended family  
 learn about cross cultural communication  
 explore famous people in the target language culture and their 

accomplishments  
 explain different traditional lifestyles in different cultures and 

countries  
 describe transportation systems in target language speaking 

countries  
 reflect an understanding of the customs and traditions of the 

holidays of the target language speaking countries  
 compare the country’s holidays and American holidays  
 learn about food associated with different holidays  
 learn music associated with different holidays 
 know how to play a few common traditional recreation games of 

the target language speaking countries 
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Gwich’in I 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: Gwich’in I is a year-long introduction to the Gwich’in language and culture. This course 

emphasizes vocabulary development and communication in Gwich’in to exchange information in 
simple terms about everyday experiences. Basic grammar principles are introduced as they apply to the 
themes studied. 

Length: 2 semesters 

Prerequisites: None 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
Grammar / Usage / Structure 

 

Students will: 

 

Suggested Activities 

Introductions  introduce self and family, all the way to grandparents  
 ask “Where are you from?” in Gwich’in and answer the question 

themselves 
   

 nouns will not be taught alone, but 
as part of sentences 

 questions will be linked to 
conjugated verbs 

Family/Kinship   introduce family and friends    
 describe someone using familial terms (e.g. older and younger 

siblings, aunts and uncles (maternal and paternal)) 

 Once students master the 
appropriate meanings for verbs and 
nouns, introduce classificatory 
verbs.  

 Use 100 common verb stems by the 
end of the year. 

Greetings  answer common greetings  
 offer common greetings to others  
 convey emotions and expressions 

  

Weather/Seasons  use basic weather terms 
 use basic terms for seasons (e.g. summer or fall) in sentences  

  

Food Discuss: 
  eating, drinking, cooking, and cleaning  
 traditional diet and nutrition 
 age restrictions on food 

 preparing cultural foods 
 cut meat/fish, preserve, prepare, and 

process 

Adjectives/Numbers Describe: 
 shapes 
 size 
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 length 
 measurement 
 colors 
 numbers up to ten  

Postpositions 

(prepositions in English)  
 use the following words in a sentence: in, under, from, toward, 

beside, with, on, front of, up, down, back, and behind  
 

Body parts (human)  list visible body parts (e.g., legs, fingers, and ears)  
Animals  list animals in Alaska  

 discuss the animals’ habitats 
 describe what the animals eat and what preys on them  
 describe where the animals live 
 describe how the animals act 
 make animal sounds/calling 
 recognize and describe the animals’ tracks and scat 

 

Plants   list medicinal plants, berries, trees, and brush  
 talk about the what time of the year they collect these items 
 describe the typical places they find these items 
 talk about what they like to eat 

 

Clothing   discuss basic clothing items (e.g., shirt and pants 
 discuss what types of clothes are seasonal  

 

Place names/ Geography   lists and discuss villages in Alaska and Canada  
 use basic terms to describe Alaska and Canada (e.g., river, 

mountain, trail, lake, and hill) 

 

Command words  use command words, such as come, go, or stop 
 use classroom commands, such as raise hand or clean up. 
 use basic exercise terms (e.g., running or jumping) 

 

Stories/Dialogue Discuss: 
 the Gwich’in creation story 
 Vadzaagiitsak 
 Zhee choo zhi’ haa 
 deetrya’ 
 Naa’in 
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 Ch’iteehaakwaii  
Games Discuss: 

 Jii juu vishrii dhah 
 Jiivee Deegoo’ya’ 
 diikwaiichan 
 Nagoodhan’in 

 

Attitudes Discuss: 
 the history of the language 
 the psychology of speaking 
 community healing by language learners 
 residential school history 
 decolonization 
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Gwich’in II 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: Gwich’in II is a year-long course which continues vocabulary development and leads to 

increasingly advanced communication in Gwich’in.  More emphasis is placed on self-expression in 
Gwich’in, and reading and writing in the language.  Students will continue to learn about the history 
and culture of the Gwich’in-speaking world.  Grammar will be introduced and reviewed as it applies to 
the themes studied. 

Length: 2 semesters 

Prerequisites: Gwich’in I   or teacher 
recommendation 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
the following concepts: 

Health 
AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1- 3; 
B.3 

 identify and label body parts 
 list daily routines for self-care 
 describe symptoms of common illnesses 

 All Themes: 
 review all grammar concepts 

learned in Gwich’in I 
 Nee, Kee, Dee, Tee expanded upon 

as prefixes 
 classifier conjugations: active (ih, 

in, ah, tr’a, oh, ga ), non active, D 
classifier, bar L, L.  

 prefixes 
 indirect verbs 
 classifying words 
 directional 
 less common vocabulary 
 less common verbs (e.g., spearing 

fish, snowshoe, and weaving)  
 Dh-schwa 
 introduce noun-adjective 

word order in Gwich’in: 
material-noun-color-size-

House 
AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1- 3; 
B.4 
 

Describe: 
 rooms 
 furniture 
 building materials 
 chores 

 
Travel 
AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1- 3; 
B.3; C.1 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 family responsibilities at home 
 learn about architecture of target country 
 demonstrate how to make travel plans on the river or via snow 

machine 
 order/comment on food in a restaurant 
 “shop” in a market 

 
Food 
 

 discuss variety of methods for cooking traditional Gwich’in foods 
 prepare a meal 
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Family 
 

 list extended family 
 describe childhood 

 

number-age (opposite of 
English:  number-age-size-
color-noun) 

  
  
  
  

Professions   comprehend post-secondary education in target countries 
 learn about after-school jobs 

Media and Technology  use the Internet 
 watch and discuss TV and films 
 read and discuss books 
 read and discuss newspapers 

Culture  Learn about: 
 art 
 dance 
 music 
 holidays 
 Gwich’in communities and geography 

 
Listen to famous speakers from Gwich’in-speaking countries. 

 

 

 



 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  33 Gwich’in III: Grades 9-12 
World Languages Curriculum 2017-2018 Revision, Draft 4 

 

Gwich’in III 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: Gwich’in III offers an emphasis on the continuing development of communicating in 

Gwich’in through the skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Students will read short stories, 
build vocabulary, and develop proficiency-fluency in conversation. Basic grammar elements are 
reviewed on a more advanced level and incorporated into conversation and composition. Continued 
study of Gwich’in culture and history are included in this course. 

Length: 2 semesters 

Prerequisites: Gwich’in I & II 
or teacher recommendation 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
the following concepts: 

Enhancement of Personal 

Information 
Further describe: 
 family 
 friendship 
 school 
 hobbies 
 opinions 

 All Themes: 
 dual verb conjugations: sleep, sit, 

swim, walk, etc. 
 review all grammar concepts 

learned in Gwich’in I and II 
 verbs to introduce an 

opinion 
 reflexive verbs to speak about 

themselves or others 
 reflexive pronouns 
 continue and deepen subject/object- 

differentiation and its grammatical 
consequences 

 passive voice 
 conditions: real, unreal, and 

contrary-to-fact 
 real nouns  
  
  
  

Literature 
 

 read and discuss legends, short stories, or articles 
 

Music & Art 
 

 listen to and discuss contemporary and traditional music and art 
from target region(s) 

 express basic opinions of music and art 
 

Environment 
 

 express cause and effect 
 use vocabulary for ecology and sustainable economy 
 research environmental issues in target region 

Cultural Heritage  research social issues of the target region(s) (e.g., immigration, 
poverty, gender, politics, or religion) 

Lifestyles  identify and analyze stereotypes 
 compare traditional and contemporary lifestyles 
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 discuss one’s own habits as a child compared to today’s habits 
 understand relation of food and culture in Gwich’in-speaking 

regions  
 express taking care of oneself (daily routine and health) 
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Gwich’in IV 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: Gwich’in IV is a one to two-year course with a more advanced level of communicating 

in Gwich’in. Grammar and vocabulary will be reviewed and expanded through the reading of more 
complex literature, including short novels, poetry, and plays. Emphasis is placed on improvement of 
writing and speaking skills. Continued study of Gwich’in culture and history are included in this course. 

Length: 2 - 4 semesters 
Prerequisites: Gwich’in III 
or teacher recommendation 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
the following concepts: 

 Geography  

 History 

 Government and Politics 

 Social Order and 

Education 

 Environment 

 Architecture  

 Literature 

 The Arts: music, art, 

theater, film, dance 

 Cuisine 

 improve comprehension of native speakers 
 improve comprehension of audio communication, such as music, film, radio, and 

videos. 
 communicate with native speakers on familiar topics, and be able to question and inquire 

about unfamiliar topics  
 discuss: 

o familiar topics with increasing proficiency and grammatical accuracy 
o evaluate abstract and complex  

All Themes: 

 review all grammar concepts 
learned in Gwich’in  I - III 

 differentiation of narrative vs. 
conversational past tenses 

 grammar, vocabulary, syntax, 
and other contextual clues for 
effective comprehension of 
edited and authentic materials 

 comparatives and superlatives 
 systematic review of word order 

  
 

Special Projects or Studies 
 

 learn topics from authentic selections 
 learn about current events and social issues 
 write compositions which develop complex topics 
 compose original works, such as poetry, plays, short stories, etc. 
 participate in multicultural events in the community or school 
 further explore the culture in target regions 
 explore exchange programs 
 develop a deeper understanding of one’s own language and culture through the study of 

the target language 
 explore professions and career opportunities in which using the target language is 

advantageous   
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Iñupiaq I 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: This course provides an introduction to the speech patterns, reading, and writing of the 

Iñupiaq language and culture. Students will participate in hands-on activities that reflect the culture and 
values of the Iñupiaq-speaking people. 

Length: 2 semesters 
Prerequisites: None 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
the following concepts: 

Listening 

AK. Content standards:  
WL.A1;B.3 
 

 

 understand the basic patterns of sound production and intonation 
 understand words, expressions, and simple sentences, such as 

statements, questions and commands  
 understand simple stories when read at a pace slower than that of a 

native speaker 
 comprehend basic courtesies and cultural formalities 
 understand simple questions and basic requests 

 use appropriate verb forms in present 
tense 

 use appropriate nouns, adjectives, 
and articles to agree with nouns 

 differentiate between subject and 
object forms 

 use correct word order in simple 
sentences 

 use correct structure in 
communication 

Speaking 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.A.2-3 
 

 

 produce sounds, individual words, and simple sentences in Inupiaq 
using appropriate pronunciation and intonation 

 communicate simple messages which can be understood by the 
listener 

 communicate basic needs and engage in simple transactions 
 produce simple questions 

Reading 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.A.1 
 

 

 understand simple stories in Inupiaq 
 read short passages limited to familiar vocabulary and passages 

Writing 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.A.1 
 

 

 read short passages with simple vocabulary and structure 
 know how to write simple sentences using correct spelling and 

appropriate word order   
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Culture 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.2-4, 6; C.1,4 

 increase the understanding of Inupiaq culture 
 recognize aspects of daily life and traditions in Inupiaq culture 
 identify villages where Inupiaq is spoken 
 interact appropriately in multilingual environments 
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Iñupiaq II 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: This course provides a continuation of the study of the speech patterns, reading, and writing 

of the Iñupiaq language and culture. Students will participate in hands-on activities that reflect the 
culture and values of the Iñupiaq-speaking people.  

Length: 2 semesters 
Prerequisites: None 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
the following concepts: 

Listening 

AK. Content standards:  
WL.A1;B.3 
 

 

 

 understand the basic patterns of sound production and intonation 
 understand, words, expressions, and simple sentences: statements, 

questions and commands  
 understand simple stories when read at a pace slower than that of a 

native speaker 
 comprehend basic courtesies and cultural formalities 
 understand simple questions and basic requests 

 Use appropriate verb forms in 
present tense 

 Use appropriate nouns, adjectives, 
and articles to agree with nouns 

 Differentiate between subject and 
object forms 

 Use correct word order in simple 
sentences 

 Use correct structure in 
communication 

Speaking 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.A.2-3 
 

 

 produce sounds, individual words, and simple sentences in Iñupiaq 
using appropriate pronunciation and intonation 

 communicate simple messages which can be understood by the 
listener 

 communicate basic needs and engage in simple transactions 
 produce simple questions 

Reading 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.A.1 

 understand simple stories in Iñupiaq  
 read short passages limited to familiar vocabulary and passages 

Writing 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.A.1 
 

 read short passages with simple vocabulary and structure 
 know how to write simple sentences using correct spelling and 

appropriate word order 
Culture 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.2-4, 6; C.1,4 

 increase the understanding of Iñupiaq culture  
 recognize aspects of daily life and traditions in Iñupiaq culture  
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  identify villages where Iñupiaq is spoken  
 interact appropriately in multilingual environments 
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Koyukon I 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: This course provides an introduction to the speech patterns, reading, writing, and culture 

of the Koyukon language and culture. Students will participate in hands-on activities that reflect the 
culture and the values of Koyukon-speaking people. 

Length: 2 semesters 
Prerequisites: None 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
or will review the following 

concepts: 
Listening 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1; B.3 
 understand the basic patterns of sound production and intonations as 

it differs from English  
 understand words, expressions, and simple sentences, such as 

statements, questions, and commands (e.g., simple directions)  
 understand simple stories when read at a pace slower than that of a 

native speaker  
 comprehend basic courtesies and cultural formalities  
 understand simple questions, brief conversations, and basic requests  

 use appropriate verb forms in 
present tense 

 use appropriate nouns, adjectives, 
and articles to agree with nouns 

 differentiate between subjects and 
objects form 

 use correct word order in simple 
sentences 

Speaking 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.2-3 
 produce sounds, individual words, and simple sentences in 

Koyukon, using adequate pronunciation and intonation  
 communicate simple messages, which can be understood by the 

listener (e.g., basic phrases and greetings)  
 communicate basic needs and engage in simple transactions in 

familiar situations (e.g., common commands and expressions, 
numbers 1 to 10, and kinship terms)  

 produce simple questions and participate in brief conversations  

 use correct structure in 
communication 

Reading 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1 
 understand simple messages and stories in Koyukon  
 read short passages limited to familiar vocabulary and structure  

 

Writing 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1 
 know how to write simple sentences using correct spelling and 

acceptable word order  
 write about self, family, activities and interests  
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Culture 

AK. Content Standards: WL.B.1-4,6; 
C.1, 4 

 increase the understanding of one’s own language and culture  
 explore the role of Koyukon language and culture within Alaska and 

how it relates to other Athabascan languages  
 recognize some important aspects of daily life and traditions in the 

Athabascan culture  
 understand some aspects of non-verbal communication in the 

Athabascan culture  
 know basic geographic data concerning villages where Koyukon is 

spoken  
 review selected current events taking place in Athabascan country 

(e.g., subsistence debates)  
 understand the relationship between language and culture  
 interact appropriately in multilingual environments  
 apply language skills and cultural knowledge to enhance personal, 

intellectual, and social growth  
 identify local place names 
 identify and understand the traditional uses of natural resources 

(e.g., birch bark and roots for baskets, sleds, and snowshoes)  
 learn about storytelling, genealogy, and creation stories  
 read Koyukon biographies  
 learn about traditional songs, dances, and music  
 identify varieties and uses of furs  
 learn about history/origin and art of beading  
 learn about the types of fish and their preparation/preservation and 

the history and descriptions of various types of fishing equipment  
 identify the various types of water transportation  
 learn about potlatches  
 understand how elders are honored  
 learn about traditional and modern storage of foods  
 examine political subsistence issues and how they affect the 

Koyukon way of life  
 learn traditional beliefs concerning animals and the land  
 learn about traditional medicines and medicinal plants  
 learn about traditional cold weather survival techniques and clothing  
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Chinese Culture 
Grades:  9-12 Overview:  This course is an introduction to the pop and traditional cultures of China and 

Taiwan. It provides various cultural themes to explore and learn through hands-on activities and 
projects. 

Length:  1 semesters 

Prerequisites:  None 
 

Themes 

 

Mastery Core Objectives 
 

Students will: 

Suggested Topics 

Custom and Tradition 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 learn the origin of Chinese Zodiac 
 learn the origin, evolution, meanings, and effects of Chinese New 

Year 
 learn the origin and meanings of Dragon Boat Festival and Mid-

Autumn Festival 
 compare Chinese New Year with American New Year 
 compare Mid-Autumn Festival with Thanksgiving  
 importance of filial piety in Chinese family 
 interesting Chinese custom facts 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in projects of 

their choice 

 本命年Ben Ming Nian 
 Customs and activities of Chinese 

New Year 
 Dragon Boat Festival and Qu Yuan  
 Meanings of moon in Chinese 

culture 
 Chinese name orders 
 The importance of Face 
 How relationship and 

communication differs in various 
groups within the culture 

Confucianism and Taoism 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 

 learn about Confucius and his life and influence on Chinese culture 
 learn the main concepts of Confucianism 
 learn the impacts of Confucianism on Chinese society 
 learn what is Tao (the Way) and what is Taoism 
 learn Yin/ Yang theory 

 Rujia儒家 
 Ren 仁 
 Li 礼 
 Xiao孝 
 Yi义 
 Qi 气 
 Wuwei 无为 
 Laozi 老子 
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5. 1 & 2  Zhuangzi 庄子 
 Dreams of a Butterfly 

Music 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 explore different genres of Chinese music  
 learn the origin of Chinese musical instruments - Pipa and Guzheng 
 compare and contrast within Chinese music: melody, rhythm, and 

lyrics of selected pop and folk music 
 compare and contrast with American music 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in projects of 

their choice 

 Folk songs 
 Taiwan campus folk song 
 Chinese pop songs 
 Famous traditional Chinese music 

pieces - Gao shan liu shui 高山流水
, Shi mian mai fu 十面埋伏 

Chinese Medicine 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 learn the history of traditional Chinese medicine 
 learn the balance of Yin and Yang in diet and in the human body 
 four methods of diagnosis 
 learn the theory of acupuncture 
 learn the benefits of Tai chi and practice some Tai chi moves 
 learn the benefits of Qigong and practice some Qigong moves 
 compare Chinese medicine and western medicine 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in projects of 

their choice 

 Zhenjiu 针灸 
 Baguan 拔罐 
 Yinyang阴阳 
 Tuina 推拿 
 Zu di anmo 足底按摩 
 Chen shi tai chi quan 

Crafts 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
 
National Standards :  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 learn Chinese lanterns and festival culture 
 learn the history and usages of Chinese paper-cutting 
 understand the development of Chinese porcelain 
 understand the usage of Chinese knots and be able to make a few 

simple Chinese knots 
 compare and contrast with the American crafts 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in projects of 

their choice 

 Taiwan lantern festival 
 Chinese paper-cutting 
 Chunlian 春联 
 Zhong guo jie 中国结 

Arts  

AK. Content Standards:  
 explore different genres of Chinese arts 
 learn historical development of the selected Chinese arts 

 Calligraphy 
 Chinese brush painting 



 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  47 Chinese Culture  
World Languages Curriculum  2017-2018 Revision, Draft 4 

   

 

WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 learn how to write Chinese calligraphy 
 compare and contrast within the Chinese arts 
 compare and contrast with the American arts 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in projects of 

their choice 

 Sculpture 
 Architecture 
 Chinese opera 

Clothing 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 explore different genres of Chinese clothing  
 learn traditional Chinese clothing 
 compare and contrast within the Chinese clothing 
 compare and contrast with the American clothing 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in projects of 

their choice  
(e.g., demonstration, product, collage, slideshow or paper) 

 Qi Pao 旗袍 
 Kunfu 功夫 shirts 
 Materials 
 Handmade vs. machine-made 
 Western influences 

Cuisine 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 explore different genres of Chinese cuisine  
 learn main features of China and Taiwan’s regional cuisine 
 learn how to use chopsticks 
 learn Chinese table manners and dining etiquettes 
 compare and contrast within the Chinese cuisine 
 compare and contrast with the American cuisine 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in the cooking 

projects 

 Traditional dishes 
 Foreign influences 
 Traditional ingredients 
 Preparations of dishes 
 Presentation of dishes 
 Dining manners and etiquettes 

Language 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.A.1-3 
 
National Standards:  
1. 1-3 

 learn basic classroom phrases and expressions  in Chinese 
 understand and use basic Chinese phrases in the classroom setting 
 learn common daily words,  phrases and simple sentences 
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Chinese I 
Grades:  9-12 Overview:  Chinese 1 is a year-long introduction to modern Mandarin Chinese and Chinese 

culture. This course covers basic skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing, as well as 
knowledge of Chinese culture and philosophy. Approximately 140 Chinese characters are 
introduced. 

Length:  2 semesters 

Prerequisites:  None 

 

Themes 

 

Mastery Core Objectives 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/  

Usage/ Structure 
Students will be introduced to the 

following concepts: 

Basics 

Introduction of Chinese 

Language Basics: Syllabic 

Structure, Pronunciation 

and Writing System 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1—3; 
B.1,5 
National Standards: 1.2;2.1-2 

 understand the differences between Mandarin and Chinese 
 understand Chinese syllabic structure 
 pronounce initials, finals and initials, finals combinations 
 pronounce four tones and neutral tone 
 comprehend Pinyin spelling rules 
 learn the six categories of Chinese character formation 
 know the meanings and origins of 30 basic Chinese radicals 

 Pinyin spelling rules 
 tone change rules 
 Chinese character stroke order 
 punctuation rules 

Personal Information 

AK. Content Standards: WLA.1-3; B3 
National Standards: 1.1-3;2.1-2;5.1 

 learn how to greet and leave a conversation with others 
appropriately 

 ask a person’s last name and full name, and provide one’s own 
name 

 ask about someone’s nationality and which city he/she came from 
 write one’s own name in Chinese 
 

Culture aspect: 
 understand Chinese name order 

 verb 姓 
 questions ending with ne and 吗 
 verb 叫 
 negative adverb 不 
 verb 是 
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 practice how to ask someone’s full name respectfully 
 understand how to address someone: surname + title 

Family 

AK. Content Standards: 
WL.A.1-3; B.1, 2 
National Standards: 1.1-3;2.1-2;5.1 

 introduce family members 
 ask about someone’s profession 
 know the terms for some common professions 
 learn to count from 1 to 10 
 understand measure words 
 use some common pronouns  

 
Culture aspect: 
 use basic kinship terms 
 learn and discuss Chinese education system 

 particle 的 
 verb 有  
 the usage of 二 and 两 
 adverb 都 

Dates and Time 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.1,2; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3;2.1-2;5.1 

 tell and speak about time and dates 
 be able to count from 1 to 100 
 use days of the week and months  
 understand Chinese time order 
 talk about one’s age and birthday 
 invite someone to and for a meal 
 arrange a dinner date 

 
Culture aspect: 
 know the traditional Chinese manner of counting age 

(xushui) 
 discuss traditional Chinese birthday food 
 sing Chinese Happy Birthday song 

 use 还是 to form an alternative 
question. 

 affirmative +negative to form 
questions 

 adverb 还 

Hobbies 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.1,2; C.2 

 know the terms for some common hobbies 
 ask about someone’s hobbies 

 conjunction 那么 
 去 + action 
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National Standards: 
1.1-3;2.1-2;5.1 

 plan weekend activities 
 understand word order in Chinese  

 
Culture aspect: 
 know how to play a few common Chinese recreation 

games: xiangqi and weiqi 

 question with 好吗 
 因为… 所因 structure 
 verb + object as a detachable 

compound 

Visiting Friends 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1.1-3;2.1-2;5.1 

 be able to welcome guests graciously 
 introduce one person to another 
 offer beverages to a visitor 
 say when he/she is hungry, thirsty, or full 
 ask for beverages as a guest 

 
Cultural aspect: 
 understand Chinese guest manners and how to choose 

proper gifts 
 know how to be a gracious guest in Chinese speaking world 
 discuss Chinese tea culture 
 demonstrate how to make Taiwan bubble tea 

 particle 吧 
 preposition 在 
 particle 了 
 adverb 才 
 use 点儿 to soften the tone of voice 

Making Appointments 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2-4 
National Standards:1.1-3;2.1;5.1 

 conduct a phone call conversation 
 set up an appointment on the phone 
 ask someone to return his/her phone call 
 provide alternatives for appointment time 

 
Cultural aspect: 
 discuss Chinese phone etiquette 
 practice how to make long distance calls in China 

 preposition 给 
 adverb 别 
 modal verb 要 
 modal verb 得 

 
 



 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  51 Chinese II  
World Languages Curriculum  2017-2018 Revision, Draft 4 

   

 

Chinese II 
Grades:  9-12 Overview:  Chinese II is a continuation of Chinese I to improve communication skills with 

the emphasis on expanding vocabulary, grammar structures, reading comprehension, and 
sentence writing ability. Approximately 170 Chinese characters are introduced. 

Length:  2 semesters 

Prerequisites:  Chinese I 
 

Themes 

 

Mastery Core Objectives 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/  

Usage/ Structure 
Students will be introduced to the 

following concepts: 

Health 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2-3; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3;2.1-2;5.1 

 name body parts 
 describe symptoms of common illnesses 
 describe common symptoms of allergies 
 understand instructions on taking medications 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 understand basic information about Chinese medicine 
 describe basic information about Qi and demonstrate a few 

simple Qigong moves 

 preposition 对 
 死 to emphasize the severity of the 

degree 
 times of actions 
 把 structure 
 被 structure 

Travel and Transportation 
AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2-3; C.1 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2;5.1 

 comment about several means of transportation 
 practicing make hotel reservations 
 practicing exchanging currency 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 describe and discuss transportation systems in China and 

Taiwan 

 topic-comment sentences 
 或者 and 还是 
 每 … 都 
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Weather 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2 

 use basic terms for weather 
 describe simple weather changes 
 compare the weather of two places 
 present a simple weather forecast 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 discuss a few Chinese cities’ climatic conditions 
 understand and discuss Chinese units of measurements 

 比 structure for comparison 
 modal verb 会 
 adverb 又 

School 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2;5.1 

 describe classes they are taking and when 
 describe which classes they enjoy and why 
 describe school routine 
 write a simple diary entry 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 discuss the differences between Chinese schools and 

American schools 

 adverb 就 
 一边 … 一边 structure 
 adverb 正在 
 除了 …以外 structure 

Shopping 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2,3 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2;5.1 

 speak about color, size, and price of a purchase 
 recognize Chinese currency 
 exchange merchandise 
 pay in cash or with a credit card 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 compare and contrast traditional and modern apparel styles 

of Chinese speaking countries and the United States 

 measure words 
 modal verb 要 
 Chinese monetary units 
 A 和/跟 B yiyang/bu yiyang 

structure 
 虽然 … 可是/但是 structure 

Food 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2;5.1 

 practice the following: 
o ask for a menu 
o pay for your meal 
o order Chinese dishes 

 adverb 多/少 
 resultative complements 
 reduplication of adjectives 
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o comment on food 
o get the correct change after the payment 

 learn how to prepare some traditional Chinese dishes 
 
 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 learn some regional cuisines of China 
 learn and discuss Chinese table manners and dining 

etiquette 
 

 verb 来 

Holidays 

AK. Content Standards: WL.B.2,3; 
C4 
National Standard: 2.1-2;4.2;5.1 

 describe date and significance of a variety of holidays, 
festivals, and celebrations 

 
Cultural aspect: 
 reflect an understanding of the customs and traditions of 

specific Chinese holidays 
 compare Chinese holidays and American holidays 

 verb 过 
 verb phrase 庆祝 
 怎么 + V structure 
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Chinese III 
Grades:  9-12 Overview:  Chinese III emphasizes the continuing development of communication in 

Chinese through building the skills of listening and speaking, and expanding the ability of 
reading and writing through learning a variety of topics and genres. Approximately 200 Chinese 
characters are introduced. 

Length:  2 semesters 

Prerequisites:  Chinese II 

 

Themes 

 

Mastery Core Objectives 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/  

Usage/ Structure 
Students will be introduced to the 

following concepts: 

Enhancement of Personal 

Information 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2, C.2 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2 

 express interest, indifference, and displeasure about hobbies, food, 
clothing, and school 

 describe themselves, their family, and others 
 describe simple personal health concerns 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 compare and contrast personal hobbies and pastimes with 

those of Chinese speaking countries 

 review all grammar concepts 
learned in Chinese I and II 

 time duration 
 sentences with 是 … 的 to acquire 

more information 

Animal 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-4 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2; 3.1; 
4.2 

 name and describe basic animals 
 name and describe general habitats 
 describe one’s favorite animals and explain why 
 talk about one’s pets and the activities one does with his/her 

pets 
 

Cultural aspect: 

 comparative sentences with 比 
 到 + place +去 + action 
 comparative sentences with 没有 
 use 那么 to indicate degree 
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 learn the symbolic meanings of some animals in Chinese 
culture 

 compare and contrast the symbolic meanings of some 
animals between Chinese culture and American culture 

Birthday Party 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-4 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2; 3.1 

 ask a friend to go to a party with him/her 
 suggest things to bring to a party 
 talk about one’s birth year and one’s Chinese zodiac sign 
 know how to offer someone a ride and arrange a time to 

meet 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 learn and discuss the twelve animal signs in the Chinese 

zodiac 
 learn, discuss, and compare traditional Chinese birthday 

celebrations and American birthday celebrations 

 呢  to indicate an action in progress 
 adverb 还 
 又 … 又 … structure 

Sports 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-4 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2; 3.1; 
5.1 

 name some popular sports 
 talk about one’s favorite exercise and explain why 
 discuss how one feels about various exercise/sports 

activities 
 share and request information about daily activities 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 learn basic Tai Chi information and practice a few Tai Chi 

moves. 
 compare and contrast students’ week day and weekend 

activities with those in Chinese-speaking countries 

 好/难 + V 
 duration of non-action 
 duration of actions 
 particle 着 

TV Shows and Movies  talk about one’s favorite TV show and explain why 
 talk about one’s favorite movie genre and explain why 

 descriptive complements 
 potential complements 
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AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-4 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2; 3.1; 
5.1 

 arrange a date/time to go watch a movie with a friend 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 learn and discuss basic information about Chinese opera 
 compare and contrast Chinese, American, and European 

opera 

 preposition 对 
 越来越 structure 

Summer Vacation 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-4 
National Standard:  
1.1-3;2.1-2; 3.1; 5.1 

 talk about the plan for summer vacation 
 describe the itinerary 
 describe the city 
 book airplane tickets 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 learn and discuss a few of China’s top attractions 

 comparative sentences with 比 
 question pronoun 哪儿 
 compare 的，得，地 

Arts and Music 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-4 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2; 3.1; 
5.1 

 learn vocabulary about art and music 
 give opinions about Chinese art and music  
 interview classmates about their likes and dislikes in arts 

and music 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 learn about art and music in the Chinese-speaking world 
 explore the influence of art and music in Chinese-speaking 

countries 

 除了…以外 structure 
 adverb真 
 use比较 to make explicit comparison 
 adverb 非常 
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Chinese IV 
Grades:  9-12 Overview:  Chinese IV is a year-long course that will review, expand, and refine students’ 

Chinese aural/oral capabilities, reading comprehension and fluency, grammar structure 
understanding, and paragraph/essay formation abilities. Approximately 240 Chinese characters 
are introduced. 

Length:  2 semesters 

Prerequisites:  Chinese III 

 

Themes 

 

Mastery Core Objectives 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/  

Usage/ Structure 
Students will be introduced to the 

following concepts: 

Technology 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-4; C.2-4 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2; 3.1-2; 
5.1 

 describe their activities on the internet 
 discuss how they use the internet 
 describe the advantages and disadvantage of technology 
 describe the impact of technology on their daily life 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 learn, compare, and discuss technology uses in China and 

the United States 

All Themes: 

Besides learning Chinese I, II and III 
grammar in greater depth, the 
following grammar usages may be 
included, but are not limited to: 
 dynamic particle 了 
 是…的 structure 
 除了…以外 structure 
 topic – comment sentence structure 
 the emphatic 是 
 adverb 难道 
 resultative complements 
 reposition 至于 
 V来V去／V来V去 

Education 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-4; C.2-3 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2; 3.1-2; 
5.1 

 ask/tell their class schedule and their subject preferences  
 ask/tell their school routine 
 describe their strength and weakness in certain subjects  
 describe future education plan and explain the reasons 

behind the plan 
 

Cultural aspect: 
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 learn and compare education system of China and the 
United States 

 compare and discuss school life of China and the United 
States 

 existential sentences 
 Adj/V+是+Adj/V, 可是／但是 
 adverbials and 地 

 
Culture and History 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-4; C. 2-3 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2; 3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

Objectives and cultural aspect: 
 describe major Chinese dynasties and explain their 

accomplishments in history 
 learn and discuss basic Chinese philosophy and traditions 
 describe the influences of Chinese culture in Asia and the 

world 

 原来 as adverb and adjective 
 好 as a resultative complement 
 adverb并 
 起来  for indicating the beginning of 

an action 
 conjunction而 
 过 indicating experiences 
 最Adj不过了 
 directional complements  
 potential complement 
 rhetorical questions 
 descriptive complements 
 existential sentences 
 conjunctions 
 一+V 

Location and Direction 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-4 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2; 
3.1;5.1 

 ask and give directions 
 identify locations by using landmarks as references 
 describe the distance between two places 
 describe what type of transportation they can take to get to 

their destination 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 learn, describe, compare, and discuss Chinese etiquette tips 

for tourists  and American etiquette tips for tourists 
Geography 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-4; C.2-3 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2; 3.2; 
5.1 

 locate a few major cities in China and Taiwan 
 describe basic geographic features of China and Taiwan 
 compare basic geographic aspects of China and the United 

States 
 make a travel plan to China or Taiwan 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 learn and discuss the history and culture of Yangtze River  
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 learn and discuss the history and culture of Mount Tai 
Shopping 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-4 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2; 3.1; 
5.1 

 name basic clothing, bedding, kitchen, and bath items 
 describe your shopping preferences and criteria 
 present arguments with rhetorical questions 
 disagree with others tactfully 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 learn and discuss Chinese negotiation tips: the art of 

bargaining – strategies, tips, and pitfalls 
Healthy Lifestyles 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-4; C.2-3 
National Standard: 1.1-3;2.1-2; 3.1-
2; 5.1 

 talk about taking care of themselves 
 ask for and give advice 
 read and discuss articles about life in Chinese-speaking 

world 
 contrast their habits as children/youngsters to their habits 

today 
 make a plan with steps to improve their lifestyle 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 learn, describe, and discuss the way of Chinese lifestyle in 

modern China 
 learn, describe, explain, and compare traditional Chinese 

lifestyles to their own lifestyles 
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French I 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: This course is an introduction to communicating with French speakers around the world 

through both speaking and writing. It includes an introduction to the geography and cultures of French 
speaking countries. 

Length: 2 semesters 
Prerequisites: None 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will practice the  
following concepts: 

Basics 

AK. Content Standards: (WL.A.1-3; 
B.2,4) 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 
4.1., 4.2 

 communicate their basic classroom needs 
 respond to basic classroom commands 
 identify colors 
 learn numbers 0-1,000 
 pronounce known words correctly when reading aloud 
 write vocabulary and sentences with French orthographic marks 
 understand simple conversations and stories related at a slower 

pace than that of a native speaker 
 express time using a 12 and 24 hour clock 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 recognize and appreciate differences between one’s own culture 
and those of different French speaking countries 

 explore the linguistic connections between French and English 
 compare Saint's Day celebrations to birthday celebrations 

All Themes: 

 difference between tu and vous forms 
 punctuation and capitalization rules 
 agreement in gender and number 

between the determiner, noun and 
adjectives 

 regular, feminine, and plural forms 
of nouns and adjectives 

 de + noun to indicate possession  
 numbers zero to millions 
 present tense of -er, ir, and re verbs 
 present tense of être, avoir, aller, and 

faire 
 je/il/elle forms in the present tense of 

pouvoir, vouloir, devoir 
 forms of the imperative: tu, vous, and 

nous 
 interrogative sentences using qu’est-

ce que, qu’est-ce qui, qui, quel and 
subject-verb inversion. 

 negation with ne…pas 
 contractions with à, de 

Personal Information 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.3 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1 

 greet and take leave of others appropriately  
 ask others how they are and answer 
 introduce themselves and others; respond to introductions 
 ask / tell what they like and don’t like, and what they like and 
don’t like to do 
 ask / tell others their name, age, nationality, and where they are 
from 
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Cultural aspect: 
 understand and explore different non-verbal greetings 
 demonstrate physical greeting and taking leave: handshake, la 

bise 

 the expression: il y a  
 possessive adjectives 
 futur proche: aller +infinitive 

Clothes  

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2,3,5 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 
2.2, 3.1, 4.1 

 ask the price of an item in Euros 
 identify basic clothing items 
 describe what you wear for certain occasions 

 
Cultural aspect: 

 compare and contrast traditional and modern apparel styles of 
French speaking countries and the United States  

 

Family 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
WL.B.4 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 4.1, 
4.2 

 describe self, family, and friends 
 describe physical appearance and personality  
 identify relatives and pets 
 explain family relationships 

 

Cultural aspect:  
 basic discussion of family structures in French-speaking 

countries  
Food 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
WL.B.2 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2 

 practice the following: 
o ask for a menu 
o order food 
o comment on food 
o ask for the bill 

 identify food: fruit, vegetables, meat, breads, dairy, beverages etc. 
 express hunger, thirst, satisfaction, etc. 
 identify types of shops 

 

Cultural aspect:  
 basic discussion of French meals, manners, and habits  

School 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 

 describe classes they are taking and when 
 describe which classes they enjoy and why 
 identify school supplies and classroom objects 
 tell the time when activities occur 
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Cultural aspect: 
 compare target country’s public school routines and systems 

Sports/Hobbies 
AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
WL.B.2 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2 

 describe your hobbies 
 describe the sports and activities in which you participate 

throughout the year 
 tell which sports and activities you don’t like to do 

 

Cultural aspect: 
 basic discussion of popular sports and hobbies in French-

speaking countries 
 compare club vs. school sports in French-speaking countries 

Holidays and Celebrations 
AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.3 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1 

 discuss activities related to their plans for holidays and vacations 
 read and write stories using holiday vocabulary 

 

Cultural aspect: 
 learn about holidays such as: La Toussaint, le Noël, l’Epiphanie, 

Pâques, le Carnaval, la Bastille, le Jour de l’An, Poisson d’Avril, 
and la Chandaleur 

 learn about food associated with different holidays 
 learn music associated with different holidays 
 basic discussion of the role of religion in French holidays 
 learn about some French festivals  

 

Weather/Seasons and 

Calendar 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2 

 demonstrate knowledge of local weather and seasonal activities 
 describe the days, months, and seasons 
 express dates in the correct format 

 

Cultural aspect: 
 describe seasonal weather in different countries 
 understand temperature conversions between Fahrenheit and 

Celsius 
 recognize that calendars begin with Monday 

 

Communities 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2 

 describe the home (rooms, common furniture, and appliances) 
 identify public buildings 
 comprehend prepositions of place 
 comprehend and give simple directions 
 describe their own communities 
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Cultural aspect: 

 compare common city layouts 
 compare community activities 
 recognize famous landmarks, specifically the Eiffel Tour, Arc de 

Triomphe, and Notre Dame 
 compare shopping customs in the United States and French-

speaking communities 
Geography 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2 

 locate French-speaking countries on a map 
 locate and identify the major geographical features of France 

 

Cultural aspect: 
 explore different monetary units of French-speaking countries 
 explore the major sites of a French country or city, such as Paris  

Arts and Music 

AK. Content Standards: WL.B.2,3 
National Standards: 2.1, 2.2 

 be exposed to authentic French music 
 be exposed to famous French artists 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 demonstrate knowledge of basic historical, political, social, and 
artistic contributions 
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French II 
Grade:  9-12 Overview: This course continues to expand communication skills, with more grammar and a 

stronger emphasis on reading and writing. It includes an expanded study of the cultural elements of 
French speaking countries, as well as French literature. 

Length: 2 semesters 
Prerequisites: French I 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
or will review the following 
concepts: 

Health 
AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3, 
B.3 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1 

 name body parts 
 describe symptoms of common illnesses 
 describe daily routines for self-care 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 understand basic health care in French-speaking countries 

All Themes: 

 review major grammar concepts 
from level I 

 indirect object pronouns 
 direct object pronouns 
 reflexive pronouns with conjugated 

verbs 
 passé composé of regular verbs 
 passé composé of irregular verbs 
 present tense irregular verbs 
 contrast savoir & connaitre 
 venir de to express immediate past 
 reflexive verb construction in present 

and passé compose 
 comparison with plus, moins, aussi, 

que 
 verb + infinitive constructions 
 imperfect tense of regular and 

selected irregular verbs 
 uses of imperfect tense as opposed to 

passé composé 

Travel and 

Transportation 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2-3; C.1 
National Standards; 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 
2.2, 5.1 

 practice the following skills: 
o make hotel reservations 
o purchase plane and train tickets including scheduling, 

seating, and price 
o exchanging currency 

 discuss past activities, accomplishments, and travels 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 interpret transportation schedules 
 describe transportation systems in French-speaking countries 

Family 

AK. Content Standards:WL.A.1-3; 
B.3 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1 

 describe and compare their own childhood activities with those of 
French speakers  

 utilize animal words 
 

Cultural aspect: 
 compare games common in French-speaking countries 
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 use both the passé composé and 
imperfect to describe their past 

History 
AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1, 
A.2, A.4, B.2, B.3, B.6 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 2.2, 
3.1 

 understand some major historical events in French-speaking 
countries 
 discuss major current events in French-speaking countries, as 

they arise 
 identify some French national heroes and important historical 

figures, and their accomplishments 
 

Cultural aspect: 

 demonstrate a greater knowledge of historical, political, social, 
and artistic contributions 

 discuss current events as they pertain to French speaking 
countries 

 

Food  
AK. Content Standards:WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 
5.2 

 recognize foods from French-speaking countries 
 develop a larger vocabulary related to foods 
 describe and identify a greater variety of foods 
 identify traditional French foods 

 

Cultural aspect: 
 explore recipes from the target country 

 

Holidays 

AK. Content Standards: WL.B.2; C4 
National Standards: 2.2, 5.1, 5.2 

 describe location, date, and significance of a variety of holidays, 
festivals, and celebrations 

 

Cultural aspect: 
 demonstrate an understanding of the customs and traditions of 

specific holidays 
House  

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 
2.2, 4.2 

 identify and describe rooms, common furniture, fixtures, and 
appliances  
 describe typical chores in the United States and a French-
speaking country 
 increase vocabulary related to daily life 

 

Cultural aspect: 
 describe the responsibilities of people in your family and contrast 

that to a typical French family 
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Professions and 

Nationalities 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2-3, C.2 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 
2.2, 3.1 

 identify the nationalities of French-speaking countries 
 identify the professions of French-speaking countries 
 use professional titles in introducing or addressing people 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 discuss the job responsibilities of particular professions 
Art and Music 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.3,6; C.4 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 
2.2 3.1, 5.1, 5.2 

 identify French popular music from different eras 
 explore French film 
 recognize famous French artists and their works 
 recite poetry 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 translate lyrics from a popular French song or poem 
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French III 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: This course continues to expand communication skills, with more grammar and a 

stronger emphasis on reading and writing. It includes an expanded study of French literature, art, and 
history. 

Length: 2 semesters 
Prerequisites: French II 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
or will review the following 
concepts: 

Personal Information 

AK. Content Standards:WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2 

 express interest, indifference, and displeasure about free time 
activities: hobbies and sports 

 describe yourself and others 
 describe familiar places (i.e., home and school) 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 compare and contrast personal hobbies and pastimes with those of 
French-speaking countries 

All Themes: 

 major grammar concepts from 
French II 

 sentences with two or more pronouns 
 forms and positions of object 

pronouns with affirmative and 
negative imperatives 

 demonstrative pronouns  
 pronouns y and en 
 relative pronouns 

 imperfect tense of regular and 
irregular verbs 

 future tense of regular and selected 
irregular verbs 

 conditional tense of regular and 
selected irregular verbs 

 si clauses to express real and 
hypothetical situations 

 present participle and compound 
participle 

Lifestyles  

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2 

 ask for and give advice 
 talk about taking care of yourself 
 increase vocabulary related to lifestyles (i.e. fashion, foods, pop 
culture) 
 write longer and more complex compositions on familiar topics 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 understand how food and culture are interrelated in France 
Vacations 

AK. Content Standards:WL.A.1-3 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 

 use the vocabulary of interest, indifference, and displeasure to 
discuss future and past vacations 

 ask for information for vacation arrangements 
Literature  read French literature from around the world to expand 
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AK. Content Standards:WL.A.1-3, 
B.3, B.5, B.6 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 
4.1, 4.2 

understanding of different cultures 
 understand information in current events and historical readings 
 increase vocabulary related to literature 
 recognize basic literature elements (plot, setting, character) 
 ask a variety of questions and answer with an extended response 

 

Cultural aspect: 
 discuss stories from French-speaking countries  

 demonstrate expanded use of verb 
tenses, grammar, and syntax 

Music and Art  
AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2, B.4, B.6 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.2 

 increase vocabulary related to the arts and music 
 give opinions about art and music from French-speaking 
countries 
 express their likes and dislikes in the arts and music 

 

Cultural aspect: 
 learn about the arts and music from French-speaking countries 

Interpersonal 

Relationships 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 

 express happiness and unhappiness in the present tense and past 
tense 
 comfort someone 
 express an apology 
 discuss situations and solutions 

Media  
(influence in the local community, 
USA and French speaking world) 
 
AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2, B.6 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 
3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2 

 understand longer and more complex sentences and stories using 
a wider range of vocabulary and sentence structure 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 learn about media in target countries 
 learn more about the history of target countries 
 be exposed to  newspapers and other media from French-

speaking countries 
Cultural Heritage  
(in the local community and 
influence of French speakers) 
 
AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2,4 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, 
4.1, 4.2 

 talk about emotional reactions 
 express disagreement 
 express assumptions 
 use hypothetical statements 
 understand stereotyping 
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Cultural aspect: 

 apply language skills and understanding of other cultures to 
one’s own to enhance personal, intellectual, and social growth 

Environmental, Social 

and Global Issues 

AK. Content Standards:WL.A.1-3; 
B.3-4 
National Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 
3.2, 4.1, 4.2 

 express cause and effect 
 recognize longer and more complex sentences, narrations, and 
conversations 
 demonstrate increasing oral proficiency 

 
Cultural aspect: 

 explore attitudes and efforts to improve issues such as pollution, 
homelessness, unemployment, racism and natural disasters in 
French-speaking countries 



 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  71 French IV 
World Languages Curriculum  2017-2018 Revision, Draft 4 

 

French IV 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: This course will review and expand grammar and vocabulary use. More complex 

reading material will be covered, including short novels, plays, and poetry. More complex writing 
material will be covered, including AP level. 

Length: 2-4 semesters 
Prerequisites: French III 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
or will review the following 
concepts: 

Themes may include, but 
are not limited to: 
 Geography 

 History 

 Government/Politics 

 Social Order and 

Education 

 The Environment 

 Architecture  

 Literature (stories, novels, 
poetry, plays) 

 The Arts (music, art, 
theater, dance) 

 Cuisine/Food 

 Special Projects or 

Studies (as approved by 
instructor) 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2-3; C.2 

 understand longer and more abstract verbal exchanges, similar to 
those on the AP exam 

 improve comprehension of audio communication such as music, 
film, radio, or television programs 

 demonstrate increasing oral proficiency communicating with 
native speakers 

 discuss: 
o familiar topics with increasing fluency and grammatical 

accuracy 
o more abstract and complex topics with increasing fluency 

and accuracy 
o current events and social issues from French newspapers or 

magazines 
 apply knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, syntax, and other 

contextual clues for effective comprehension of edited and 
authentic materials 

 write compositions, which develop fairly complex topics 
comparable to those on the AP exams 

 respond to audio and visual cues similar to those on the AP exam 
 evaluate authentic readings of increasing complexity 
 compose original written works 

 French I, II, and III grammar in 
greater depth 

 possessive pronouns 
 indicative and subjunctive verb 

tenses 
 pluperfect, compound future and 

compound conditional verb tenses 
 sequence of tenses in complex 

sentences 
 infinitive verb tenses 
 adjectival versus verbal use of the 

present participle 



 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  72 French IV 
World Languages Curriculum  2017-2018 Revision, Draft 4 

 

 apply knowledge of grammar, syntax, vocabulary, and other 
contextual clues for effective comprehension of edited and 
authentic materials 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 participate in multicultural events in the community or school 
 if possible, participate in an immersion experience such as travel 

in a French-speaking country 
 develop a deeper understanding of one’s own language and 

culture through the study of French  
 learn about career opportunities in which knowledge of French is 

a supportive skill 
 experience authentic French music, food, art, dance as available 

within the community or through travel 
 read French literature from around the world to develop a deeper 

understanding of different cultures 
 expand knowledge of customs, daily life, social order, history, 

education, and economy 
 expand knowledge of current events and fine arts through reading 

French language materials 
 demonstrate a greater knowledge of French political, social, and 

artistic contributions 
 apply language skills and understanding of other cultures to one’s 

own to enhance personal, intellectual and social growth 
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Advanced Placement (AP) French* 
Grade: 11-12 or teacher recommendation Overview: This course will review and expand grammar and vocabulary use. More complex 

reading material will be covered including short novels, plays and poetry. More complex writing 
materials will be covered, including AP level. 

Length: 2-4 semesters 
Prerequisites: French III 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
or will review the following 

concepts: 
Themes may include, but are not 
limited to: 
 Geography 

 History 

 Government/Politics 

 Economics 

 Social Order and 

Education 

 The Environment 

 Architecture  

 Literature (stories, novels, 
poetry, plays) 

 The Arts (music, art, 
theater, dance) 

 Cuisine/Food 

 Special Projects or 

Studies (as approved by 
instructor) 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2-3; C.2 

 understand longer and more abstract verbal exchanges, similar to 
those on the AP exam 

 improve comprehension of audio communication such as music, 
film, and radio or television programs 

 demonstrate increasing oral proficiency communicating with 
native speakers 

 discuss: 
o familiar topics with increasing fluency and grammatical 

accuracy 
o more abstract and complex topics with increasing fluency 

and accuracy 
o current events and social issues from French newspapers or 

magazines 
 apply knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, syntax, and other 

contextual clues for effective comprehension of edited and 
authentic materials 

 write compositions, which develop fairly complex topics 
comparable to those on the AP exams 

 respond to audio and visual cues similar to those on the AP exam 
 evaluate authentic readings of increasing complexity 
 compose original written works 

All Themes: 

 French I, II, III, and IV grammar in 
greater depth 

 possessive pronouns 
 indicative and subjunctive verb 

tenses 
 pluperfect, compound future and 

compound conditional verb tenses 
 sequence of tenses in complex 

sentences 
 infinitive verb tenses 
 adjectival versus verbal use of the 

present participle 



 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  74 AP French 
World Languages Curriculum  2017-2018 Revision, Draft 4 

 

 apply knowledge of grammar, syntax, vocabulary, and other 
contextual clues for effective comprehension of edited and 
authentic materials 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 participate in multicultural events in the community or school 
 if possible, participate in an immersion experience such as travel 

in a French-speaking country 
 develop a deeper understanding of one’s own language and 

culture through the study of French  
 learn about career opportunities in which knowledge of French is 

a supportive skill 
 experience authentic French music, food, art, dance as available 

within the community or through travel 
 read French literature from around the world to develop a deeper 

understanding of different cultures 
 expand knowledge of customs, daily life, social order, history, 

education, and economy 
 expand knowledge of current events and fine arts through reading 

French language materials 
 demonstrate a greater knowledge of French political, social, and 

artistic contributions 
 apply language skills and understanding of other cultures to one’s 

own to enhance personal, intellectual and social growth 
Students will: 
 conduct a debate in target language using political, social, or economic current events 
 produce extended oral presentations using visual and technological support as appropriate 
 understand subtleties of meaning, such as intent, humor, and tone in culturally authentic works 

 
* AP course syllabi must be College Board approved 
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Japanese 
 

Scope and Sequence by Themes / Contents   
 
Code 
 

I  = Introduced (The content will be introduced for the first time.)   
E  = Expanded (The content will be expanded in limited contexts.) 
A  = Applied (The content will be applied in less limited contexts.) 
R  = Reinforced (The content will be reinforced in more cultural contexts.) 
 
Themes / Contents    Level:  I II III IV AP 
 
Greetings        
 
Identify greetings      I A A R R 
Greet people at any time of the day    I A A R R 
Use formulaic expressions     I E A R R 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Personal Information 
 
Identify personal information     I E A R R 
Introduce self to others      I E A R R 
Ask and answer questions on personal topics   I E A R R 
Describe self and others      I E A R R 
Express self       I E A R R 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Classroom 
 
Identify things in classroom.     I E A R R 
Identify directions used in classroom.    I E A R R 
Describe things in classroom.     I E A R R 
Express wants and needs in classroom.    I E A R R 
Express self in relation with classroom.     I E A R 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
School Life 
 
Identify school related vocabulary    I E A R R 
Describe preferences of school life    I E A R R 
Describe characteristics of school life     I E A R 
Describe school rules        I E A 
Give a school tour for Japanese visitors      I E A 
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Express self in relation with school life     I E A R 
 

 
Themes/Contents    Level:  I II III IV AP  
 
Time 
 
Identify time and date      I E A R R 
Ask and answer questions on time and date   I E A R R 
Describe activities in present tense    I E A R R 
Describe activities in future tense    I E A R R  
Describe activities in past tense     I E A R R 
Describe activities in progressive tense     I E A R 
Express self in different tenses      I E A R 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Seasons & Weather 
 
Identify vocabulary related to weather and climate  I E A R R 
Ask and answer questions about weather and climate  I E A R R 
Describe weather and climate     I E A R R 
Express self in relation with weather and climate    I E A R 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Families & Friends 
 
Identify family members     I E A R R 
Ask and answer questions about families and friends  I E A R R 
Describe characteristics of family members and friends  I E A R R 
Describe occupations of family members and friends  I E A R R 
Express self in relation with families and friends    I E A R 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Homes & Daily Activities 
 
Identify homes       I E A R R 
Identify daily activities      I E A R R 
Ask and answer questions about homes and daily activities I E A R R 
Describe characteristics of homes and daily activities  I E A R R 
Express self in relation with homes and daily activities   I E A R 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Health 
 
Identify health related vocabulary    I E A R R 
Ask and answer questions about health     I E A R 
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Describe health        I E A R 
Express self in relation with health     I E A R 
 

 
Themes / Contents    Level:  I II III IV AP  
 
Foods & Drinks  
 
Identify foods and drinks     I E A R R 
Ask and answer questions about foods and drinks   I E A R 
Describe preferences of foods and drinks     I E A R 
Describe characteristics of foods and drinks    I E A R 
Request foods and drinks wanted     I E A R 
Express self in relation of foods and drinks    I E A R 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Pastimes 
 
Identify pastime activities     I E A R R 
Ask and answer questions about pastimes    I E A R 
Describe preferences of pastimes     I E A R 
Describe characteristics of pastimes     I E A R 
Express self in relation with pastimes     I E A R 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Town 
 
Identify town related vocabulary      I E A R 
Ask and answer locations of places     I E A R 
Ask and answer directions to places     I E A R 
Describe locations       I E A R 
Describe directions       I E A R 
Describe Fairbanks and hometown     I E A R 
Express self in relation with town     I E A R 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Shopping 
 
Identify shopping related vocabulary     I E A R 
Ask and answer questions about items and prices   I E A R  
Describe preferences of items wanted     I E A R 
Describe characteristics of items wanted     I E A R 
Request items wanted       I E A R 
Express self in relation with shopping     I E A R 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Clothes 
 
Identify clothes in different styles & patterns    I E A R 
Ask answer questions about clothes     I E A R 
Describe preferences of clothes      I E A R 
Describe characteristics of clothes     I E A R 
Express self in relation with clothes     I E A R 
 

 
Themes / Contents    Level:  I II III IV AP  
 
Travel & Vacations 
 
Identify vocabulary related to travel and vacations   I E A R 
Ask and answer questions about travel and vacations   I E A R 
Describe preferences of travel and vacations    I E A R 
Describe characteristics of travel and vacations    I E A R 
Describe past travel and vacation experience    I E A R 
Describe future travel and vacation plan     I E A R 
Express self in relation with travel and vacation    I E A R 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Holidays & Festivities 
 
Identify vocabulary related to holidays and festivities   I E A R 
Ask and answer questions about holidays and festivities   I E A R 
Describe specific holidays and festivities     I E A R 
Express self in relation with specific holidays and festivities  I E A R 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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J-Pop Culture 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: This course is an introduction to the pop and traditional cultures of Japan. It provides 

various cultural themes to explore and learn through hands-on activities and projects. This credit class 
is not to be used to replace semester one of Japanese I.   

Length: 1 semester 
Prerequisites: None 

 

Themes 
 

Mastery Core Objectives 
Students will: 

Suggested Topics 

Anime 
AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 explore and learn different genres of Anime 
 learn characteristics of Anime 
 learn historical development of Anime 
 compare and contrast within Anime 
 compare and contrast with the American animations 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in projects of 

their choice (e.g., collage, slideshow, or paper) 

 Hayao Miyazaki  
 Osamu Tezuka 
 Yoshiyuki Tomino 
 Studio Ghibli  
 Gainax 
 Toei Animation 
 Walt Disney  
 Akihabara 

Graphic Novels 
AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 explore different genres of Japanese graphic novels  
 learn historical development of the Japanese graphic novels 
 compare and contrast within the Japanese graphic novels 
 compare and contrast with the American graphic novels 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in projects of 

their choice (e.g., collage, slideshow, drawing, or paper) 

 Osamu Tezuka 
 Machiko Hasegawa 
 Comic Shops 
 Weekly Manga 
 Cho-Ju-Gi-Ga 鳥獣戯画 
 Hokusai 
 Ukiyoe 

Music 
AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 explore different genres of Japanese music  
 learn basic elements of Taiko music 
 compare and contrast within the Japanese music: melody, rhythm, 

and lyrics of selected pop and folk music 
 compare and contrast with the American music 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in projects of 

their choice (e.g., singing, collage, slideshow, or paper) 

 Taiko 
 Kodo 
 J-Pop & J-Rock 
 Visual Kei 
 Enka 
 Folk Songs 
 Idol Groups 
 Anime 
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 Vocaloid 
 Oricon Chart 

Gaming  
AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 explore different genres of Japanese games  
 learn historical development of the Japanese games: from card 

games to video games 
 compare and contrast within the Japanese games 
 compare and contrast with the American games 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in projects of 

their choice (e.g., demonstration, collage, slideshow, or paper) 

 Karuta 
 Video Games 
 Arcade-style Games 
 Game designer / developer 
 Game console 
 Technology 
 Nintendo 
 Sonny 
 Bandai 

Crafts 
AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 explore different genres of Japanese crafts  
 learn historical development of the selected Japanese crafts 
 compare and contrast within the Japanese crafts 
 compare and contrast with the American crafts 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in projects of 

their choice (e.g., craftwork, collage, slideshow, or paper) 

 Origami 
 Pottery 
 Paper making 
 Daruma 
 Book making 
 Living National Treasure 
 Folk Art Movement 

Arts  
AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 explore different genres of Japanese arts 
 learn historical development of the selected Japanese arts 
 compare and contrast within the Japanese arts 
 compare and contrast with the American arts 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in projects of 

their choice (e.g., artwork, collage, slideshow, or paper) 

 Calligraphy 
 Taro Okamoto 
 Painting 
 Sculpture 
 Architecture 
 Performing Arts 

Clothing 
AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 explore different genres of Japanese clothing  
 learn traditional Japanese clothing 
 compare and contrast within the Japanese clothing 
 compare and contrast with the American clothing 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in projects of 

their choice (demonstration, product, collage, slideshow or paper) 

 Kimono 
 Yukata 
 Happi Coat 
 Geta 
 Materials 
 Handmade vs. machine-made 
 Western influences 
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Cuisine 
AK. Content Standards:  
WL.B.1-4 
WL.C.2 & 4 
National Standards:  
2. 1 & 2 
3. 1 & 2 
4. 1 & 2 
5. 1 & 2 

 explore different genres of Japanese cuisine  
 learn historical development of the Japanese cuisine 
 compare and contrast within the Japanese cuisine 
 compare and contrast with the American cuisine 
 share their findings and understanding of the theme in the 

cooking projects 

 “Washoku” & “Yoshoku” 
 Traditional dishes 
 Vegetarian dishes 
 Instant noodles 
 Foreign influences 
 Traditional ingredients 
 Preparations of dishes 
 Presentation of dishes 
 Dining etiquettes 

Meta Language 
AK. Content Standards:  
WL.A.1-3 
National Standards:  
1. 1-3 

 learn basic classroom phrases and expressions (meta language) in 
Japanese 

 understand and use the meta language in the classroom 
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Japanese I 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: This course is an introduction to the pronunciations, speech patterns, writing systems 

(Hiragana and Katakana), and culture of the Japanese people through various activities. Also included 
are introductions to the pop culture, geography, and history. 

Length: 2 semesters 
Prerequisites: None 

 

Themes 

Mastery Core Objectives 

Language 
Students will: 

Culture 
  

Greetings 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.3; 
B.1-2; C.1 
National Standards: 1.3; 2.1-2; 5.1 

 greet people at any time of the day 
 express gratitude 
 express apology 
 get attention 

Students will identify and illustrate 
their ways of greeting people at 
different times of a day. They will 
compare and contrast their own 
greetings with the Japanese ones in 
order to deepen the understanding of 
culturally appropriate greetings. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 formal greetings 
 bowing 
 colloquial expressions 
 body languages 
 seniority system 
 honorific expressions 

Personal Information 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.3; 
B.1-2; C.1 
National Standards: 1.3; 2.1-2; 5.1 

 ask how others are doing 
 tell how they are doing 
 introduce oneself or others 
 ask and tell name 
 ask and tell age 
 ask and tell preferences 
 ask and tell grade 
 ask tell nationality 

Students will list commonly asked 
personal questions when meeting 
people for the first time. They will 
share, compare, and contrast their lists 
with the Japanese ones. They will 
organize their findings and apply them 
to make authentic skits. 
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 ask and tell where someone lives 
 use the interrogative “nani” 
 understand and use the particles “wa”, “ka”, “no”, “ga”, “to” 

and “mo” 

Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 addressing “I” 
 personal information 
 birth date, age 
 blood type 
 Zodiac signs 

Classroom 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.3; 
B.1-2; C.1 
National Standards: 1.3; 2.1-2; 5.1 

 ask for what 
 describe objects with “kore, sore and are” 
 understand classroom phrases and simple directions 
 give simple directions 
 ask for items 
 understand and use “dore” 

Students will study the social and 
cultural aspects of classrooms in 
school. They will identify patterns of 
classroom functions in Japan and 
compare with their own school 
experiences. They will summarize and 
share the findings in the class. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 meta language 
 homeroom teacher 
 class organization 
 group activities 
 collective activities 

Family and Friends 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.1-2; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 5.1 

 address family members properly 
 describe others’ heights 
 describe job 
 count people 
 describe others’ characteristics 
 tell number of people in their family 
 tell what their family members like to do 
 ask what others’ family members like to do 
 use interrogatives “nan nin” and “dare” 

Students will explore the traditional 
and modern roles of families in Japan. 
They will identify the differences and 
similarities between their families and 
Japanese family examples. They will 
compare and share the findings with 
their classmates. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 addressing family members 
 roles 
 relationships 
 concept of “in-group & out-group”  
 addressing people 
 close friends 
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 characteristics 
 pet names 
 naming a baby 
 family names 
 popular first names 
 pets 

Time 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.1-2; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 5.1 

 ask and tell numbers 
 ask and tell day of the week 
 ask and tell time 
 tell what they did or did not do today 
 ask what others did today 
 tell what they will do or will not do tomorrow 
 ask what others will do tomorrow 
 tell what time they will do or will not do something 
 ask what time and what others will do 
 tell what they did or did not do yesterday 
 ask what others did yesterday 
 make suggestions to do something 
 use interrogatives “nanji”, “nan yoobi” and “itsu” 
 understand and use the particle “ni” 

Students will learn social and cultural 
significance of time concept in Japan. 
They will compare and contrast their 
time concepts with the Japanese ones 
through the uses of three different 
tenses: past, present, and future. They 
will share and discuss the findings in 
the class. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 24 hour time 
 Punctuality 
 class schedule 

Weather and Seasons 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.1-2; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 5.1 

 ask and tell about the weather 
 describe the weather with proper adjectives 
 ask others for agreement 
 ask and tell the weather in the future 
 ask and tell why 
 use the interrogative “naze/dooshite” 
 discuss or explore  geography 

Students will list and illustrate their 
annual events and activities, and 
explore how they relate to the seasons 
and weather. They will compare them 
with the Japanese ones in respect of 
cultural and societal uniqueness. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 seasons 
 seasonal greetings 
 summer gift exchanges 
 winter gift exchanges 
 summer vacation 
 typhoons 
 flower viewing 
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 cherry blossoms 
 autumn field trips 
 athletic meets 
 Japanese homecoming 
 Graduation 
 entrance ceremony 

Pastimes 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.1-2; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 5.1 

 describe activities 
 express preferences of activities 
 tell what they can and cannot do 
 ask what others can and cannot do 
 tell what they have already done and what they haven’t done yet 
 ask for permission 
 ask and tell possession 
 make and answer a phone call 

Students will study the differences and 
similarities of pastimes between their 
own life and ones of Japanese 
teenagers. They will share their 
pastimes with their classmates and 
compare them with the Japanese 
examples. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 popular sports 
 hobbies 
 entertainments 
 leisure 
 music 
 animations 
 manga 
 “costume play” 
 cell phone 
 Karaoke 
 part-time job 
 TV 
 shopping 
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Japanese II 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: Japanese II is a continuation of Japanese I with more emphasis on speaking, writing, 

and understanding of basic grammar. Japanese traditional and pop cultures are explored through 
projects and films.  Approximately fifty kanji characters are introduced. 

Length: 2 semesters 
Prerequisites: Japanese I 

 

Themes 

Mastery Core Objectives 

Language 
Students will: 

Culture 
  

Travel and Vacation 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1,2,4,5; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 ask and tell about trips and vacations in the past  
 ask and tell about planned trips and vacations in the future 
 describe destinations and activities  
 describe transportation to get there 
 describe what they like to do on a vacation 
 use the particle “de” 

Students share their ways to spend time 
on vacations or favorite locations to 
travel. They will also compare it to the 
ways Japanese people travel and spend 
time on vacations. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 transportations 
 tourist attractions 
 travel budget 
 “Golden Week” 
 summer vacation 
 “Obon” 
 New Year’s Days 
 school trips 
 domestic travel 
 oversea travel 
 beaches 
 mountains 

School Life 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1,2,4,5; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 ask and tell class schedule 
 ask and tell preferences in subjects 
 ask and tell strength and weakness in ability 
 describe daily routine 
 describe reasons 

Students describe their school 
experiences, and compare and contrast 
these with the school life in Japan. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 
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 understand and use combined time words 
 use superlative 

 elementary, middle and high schools 
 extra-curricular activities 
 clubs 
 classes 
 home rooms 
 class organizations 
 subjects 
 school rules 
 commuting 
 vacations 
 class schedule 
 future careers 
 “juku”: cram school 
 field trip 
 athletic meet 
 Japanese homecoming 
 entrance ceremony 
 graduation 
 senpai & koohai  system 

Shopping 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1,2,4, 5; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 ask for things 
 ask for prices 
 give responses to the price or items 
 tell what they want 
 ask what others want 
 use formulaic expressions 

Students explore the customer-oriented 
Japanese business, and they it compare 
to the business practices in the US. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 yen 
 counting changes 
 Japanese market 
 shopping mall, specialized stores, 

chain stores, discount stores, 
discount book stores, souvenir 
stores, and convenient stores 

 on-line shopping  
 personal checks and credit cards 

Home and Daily Activities  ask and tell where things/pets/people are 
 understand and use “imasu” and “arimasu” 

Students compare the house layouts between the 
two cultures, and discuss the reasons behind the 
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AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1,2,4,5; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 tell what is happening 
 use the interrogative “doko” 

differences and similarities. They also compare 
them to their own houses and share the findings. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 Japanese houses, Japanese rooms, and 
Western-style rooms 

 Lifestyle 
 Entertainments 
 daily routine 
 apartment 
 “mansion”: apartment complex 
 toilet and bathroom 
 front door 
 tatami mats 
 Shinto shrine 
 Buddhist alter 
 alcove 

Town 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1,2,4,5; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 ask and tell locations of buildings 
 ask and tell directions to places 
 use particles “ni” and “de” 

Students describe their hometown and 
compare it to the Japanese towns. They 
summarize the findings and share.  
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 big cities and country side 
 convenience 
 transportations 
 land 
 “a house with garden” 
 train stations and bus stops 
 historical castle town 
 geography 

Health 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1,2,4,5; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 ask and tell what part of the body hurts 
 give common responses to those who are not feeling well 
 ask and tell other’s health  

Students explore the ways the Japanese 
express their feelings, emotions, and 
physical wellbeing. They compare and 
contrast with their own expressions. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 traditional healing 
 sayings 
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 interpretation of sneezing 
 causes of death 
 life expectancy 
 longevity 
 diet 
 masks 
 flu 

Clothing 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1,2,4,5; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 describe characteristics of clothes 
 describe preferences of clothes 
 use various i-adjectives and na-adjectives 

Students explore the new and 
traditional clothing in Japan and 
compare it with American culture in 
clothing. They share their preference in 
clothing styles and trends.  
 
 

 

Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 Kimono 
 western clothing 
 trends 
 Roppongi (fashion town in Tokyo) 
 “costume play” 
 casual clothes 
 UNICLO (popular cloth company) 

Holidays and Festivities 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1,2,4,5; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 identify vocabulary related to holidays and festivities 
 ask and answer questions on holidays and festivities 
 describe holidays and festivities 

Students share their own culture-based 
holidays and festivities, explore the 
Japanese ones, and summarize their 
findings to share.  
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 national holidays 
 celebrations 
 New Year’s Days 
 spring celebration 
 Girl’s Day 
 Children’s Day 
 “Golden Week” 
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 Grand Parents’ Day 
 athletic meet 
 Culture Day 
 Emperor’s Birthday 
 famous festivals 
 Christmas 
 “Obon” 

Food and Drink 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1,2,4,5; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 count objects 
 order foods or drinks 
 offer foods or drinks 
 ask what others want 
 accept or decline foods or drinks 
 describe meals at home or at restaurants 
 describe foods or drinks 
 express preferences of foods or drinks 
 describe what they want to eat or drink 
 understand and use comparative and superlative 

Students describe their preference in food culture, 
explore Japanese cuisine, and compare the historical 
and cultural aspects. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 traditional diet 
 table manners 
 using chopsticks 
 rice 
 fast food 
 rice balls 
 boxed lunches 
 one-pot meal 
 green tea 
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Japanese III 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: Japanese III is designed for the students in the third year of Japanese. In this year-

long course, students are expected to integrate the knowledge of both Japanese language and culture 
into the functional communication. The geography of Japan will be extensively discussed using a 
variety of activities.  Approximately 100 kanji characters are introduced.  The themes/contents of 
Japanese I & II will be continually expanded, applied, and reinforced in limited cultural contexts. 

Length: 2 semesters 
Prerequisites: Japanese II 

 

Themes 

 

Mastery Core Objectives 
Language 

Students will: 

Culture 
  

Cities, Towns, and 

Villages 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-5; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 listen and read to understand the uniqueness and differences of 
Japanese cities, towns, and villages 

 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 
and ideas on the topic 

 compare and contrast the topic between Japan and the United 
States 

Students explore the regional 
differences in Japan, compare and 
contrast with their hometowns, and 
share the findings in the class. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 geography 
 lifestyle 
 regional characteristics 
 famous products 
 famous places 
 land value 
 population 
 climates 
 history 

Folktale 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-5; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand some of the popular 
Japanese folktales 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 enrich the understanding of the oral tradition by creating their 

own stories to share in the class (play, puppet show, movie, 
“kami-shibai”, multimedia presentation, etc.) 

Students learn a variety of folktales in 
Japan, compare and contrast the 
cultural values and/or mottos with their 
folktales, and share the findings.  
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 traditional storytelling 
 story development 
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 traditional clothes 
 food and animals associated with 

folktales 
 cultural products 
 moral 
 perspectives 
 ways of thinking in the past 
 historical significances 

Nature and the 

Environment 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-5; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 listen and read to understand the ways the Japanese manage 
environmental issues 

 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 
and ideas on the topic 

 compare and contrast the topic between Japan and the United 
States 

Students learn about the environmental 
issues and management in Japan, 
compare with the local environmental 
issues, and share their findings. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 climate changes 
 recycling 
 “mottai-nai” concept 
 itemized collections 
 cleaning mountain trails 
 pollutions 
 taboos 
 scarce natural resources 
 wild animals 
 national parks 
 preservations 

Communication and 

Media 

AK. Content Standards: ASW A.1-4, 
B.1-5, C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 listen and read to understand the variety of Japanese mass media 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 
 compare and contrast the topic between Japan and the United 

States 

Students explore the trends of mass 
media in Japan, compare and contrast 
with the American trends, and share 
their findings. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 TV and newspapers 
 popular TV programs 
 animations 
 manga 
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 magazines 
 smart phones 
 Internet 

Technology 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-5; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 listen and read to understand the technological trends in Japan 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 
 compare and contrast the topic between Japan and the United 

States 

Students explore the technological 
trends in Japan, compare and contrast 
with the American trends, and share 
their findings. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 home appliances 
 inventions 
 gadgets 
 “Wash-let” (high-tech toilet) 
 eco-car 
 new products 
 Quality Control Circle 

Work and Career 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-5; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 listen and read to understand some popular occupations/careers 
in Japan 

 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 
and ideas on the topic 

 compare and contrast the topic between Japan and the United 
States 

Students explore a variety of work and 
career choices in Japan, compare and 
contrast with the American work and 
career choices, and share their 
findings. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 popular professions 
 future careers 
 entrance examinations 
 certifications 
 future dreams 
 career goals 
 craftsmanship 
 national treasures 

Japan and the World 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-5; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 listen and read to understand some of the Japanese perspectives 
of the world  

 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 
and ideas on the topic 

Students explore the relationships 
between Japan and the other countries, 
examine the relationship with the 
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 compare and contrast the topic between Japan and the Unites 
States 

United States, and share their thoughts 
and findings. 
 
Suggested Cultural Topics: 

 Japan’s impression to the world 
 Japan’s contribution to the world 
 food problems 
 aging society 
 land disputes 
 allies 
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Japanese IV 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: Japanese IV is designed for the students in their fourth year of Japanese. In this year-

long course, students are expected to review the knowledge of both Japanese language and culture, as 
well as expand vocabulary and expressions to enhance more communicative skills. The history of 
Japan will be extensively discussed using a variety of activities.  Approximately 150 kanji characters 
are introduced. The themes/contents of Japanese I, II, and III will be continually expanded, applied, 
and reinforced in more cultural contexts. 

Length: 2 semesters 
Prerequisites: Japanese III 

 

Themes 

 
Mastery Core Objectives 

 

Language 
Students will: 

 

Culture 
 

Summer Vacation 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand various summer activities 
and events in Japan 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 

Students deepen the understanding of 
functions of society and school 
affecting summer activities, and 
identify unique aspects in summer 
activities/events in Japan. They enrich 
understanding and discuss different 
perspective, such as summer festivities, 
family reunion, and summer gift 
exchange customs. 
 

Suggested Practices: 

 summer festivals 
 Obon 
 “bon dance” 
 summer school 
 radio physical exercise 
 summer gift exchange 
 summer sports 
 

Suggested Products: 

 fireworks 
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 taiko 
 vendors 
 summer foods 
 "happi coats" 
 "yukata" 
Suggested Perspectives: 

 family reunion 

 cram school 
 packaged tours 

Folktale 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand some of the popular 
Japanese folktales 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 enrich the understanding of the oral tradition by creating their 

own stories to share in the class (play, puppet show, movie, 
“kami-shibai”, multimedia presentation, etc.) 

Students understand different sets of 
cultural values in folktales, and 
identify unique cultural products 
described in folk tales, such as kimono, 
hachimaki, katana, peach, etc. 
 
Suggested Practices: 

 traditional storytelling 
 story development 
 

Suggested Products: 

 traditional clothes 
 food and animals associated with 

folktales 
 cultural products 
 

Suggested Perspectives: 

 moral 
 perspectives 
 ways of thinking in the past 

My Hometown 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand examples of Japanese 
people describing their hometowns 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 
 

Students explore the cultural, social, 
and historical influences given by the 
places, and identify definitions of 
hometown via practices and products, 
such as socialization with neighbors, 
local products, and famous places and 
activities. 
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Suggest Practices: 

 regional festivities 
 festivals, moving 
 career change 
 neighbors 
 

Suggested Products: 

 housing 

 apartment 

 tourism 

 famous products 

 wild animals 

 nature 

 environment 

 transportations 

 "Furusato" (song) 

 

Suggested Perspectives: 

 city & country 
 distance between families 
 regional culture 
 history 
 industry 

Recycling 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand the various recycling 
systems and efforts in Japan 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 
 

Students deepen their understanding of 
societal needs, scientific applications, 
and cultural values, and discuss the 
unique perspectives of “mottainai” 
(closest equivalent in English, 
“wasteful”). 
 
Suggested Practices: 

 three R’s 

 garbage disposal 

 recycling education at schools 
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Suggested Products: 

 recycling efforts at school and in 

community 
 items for recycling 
 

Suggested Perspectives: 

 concept of “mottainai” 
 lack of natural resources 
 land problem 

Winter Holiday Season 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen and read to understand various winter holiday 
activities and events in Japan 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 
 

Students deepen the understanding of 
culture and society in relation to the 
holiday season, and identify 
uniqueness in Japanese winter 
holidays, such as “hatsumoode”, end of 
year cleanup, “hatsuyume”, etc. 
 
Suggested Practices: 

 winter vacation 

 Christmas 

 New Year’s days 

 family reunion 

 family vacation 

 new year’s cards 

 new year’s monetary gifts 

 first visits to temples and shrines 

 first calligraphy 

 New Year's resolution 

 

Suggested Products: 

 Christmas cake 
 new year’s meals 
 new year’s decorations 
 new year’s cards 
 fortune telling 
 calligraphy 
 “karuta,” and “daruma” 
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Suggested Perspectives: 

 concept of “kejime” 
 auspicious items 
 bells on New Year’s Eve 
 Christmas in Japan 

My Treasure 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand about treasured tangible 
items of various people in Japan 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 
  

Students explore the social, cultural, 
historical, and individual values of 
treasures, and identify treasured 
tangible items and wishing practices, 
such as “omamori,” souvenirs, and 
mementos. 
 

Suggested Practices: 

 custom of taking care of goods 
 prayer 
 beliefs 
 value judgment 
 

Suggested Products: 

 mementos 
 charms 
 souvenirs 
 friendship bracelet 
 

Suggested Perspectives: 

 luck 
 memory 
 wish 
 important items and thoughts 
 value system 

Traveling in Japan 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand popular tourist destinations 
in Japan 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 

Students deepen their understanding of 
geography, history, and lifestyles of 
the Japanese, and identify popular 
travel destinations and various 
advertisements. 
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 enrich the understanding of tourism and popular destinations 
through creating a travel brochure 

 
Suggested Practices: 

 travel plan 
 introduction 
 tour information 
 community events 
 transportations 
 

Suggested Products: 

 maps 
 travel web sites 
 brochures 
 books 
 magazines 
 photos 
 

Suggested Perspectives: 

 PR 
 media influence 
 fashion 
 regional culture 

Ten Years from Now 

AK. Content Standards: 
WL.A.1-4; B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand about popular careers in 
Japan 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 
 

Students deepen their understanding of 
societal change, media influences, and 
career education, and identify ways to 
utilize Japanese language skills in 
future careers and their means, such as 
colleges and work places. 
 
Suggested Practices: 

 career guidance 
 college entrance exam 
 applying jobs 
 interview 
 

Suggested Products: 

 job recruitment 
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 trade schools 
 resume 
 

Suggested Perspectives: 

 popular careers 
 media influence 
 dreams 

Other Requirements  approximately 150 kanji characters 
 writing journal 
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Advanced Placement (AP) Japanese* 
Grade: 12 or teacher recommendation Overview: AP Japanese is designed for the students in their fourth year of Japanese with a plan 

to take the AP Japanese Exam. In this year-long course, students are expected to review the 
knowledge of both Japanese language and culture, expand vocabulary and expressions, enhance more 
communicative skills, and to prepared for the AP Japanese Exam, which requires in-depth study of 
kanji characters (approximately 250) and sentence structures, as well as computing skills in Japanese. 

Length: 2 semesters 
Prerequisites: Japanese III and 
teacher’s recommendation 

 

Themes 
 

 
Mastery Core Objectives 

 

Language 
Students will: 

 

Culture 

Summer Vacation 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand various summer activities 
and events in Japan 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 
 compare and contrast the topic between Japan and the United 

States (in Japanese) 
 

Students deepen the understanding of 
functions of society and school 
affecting summer activities, and 
identify unique aspects in summer 
activities/events in Japan. They enrich 
understanding and discuss different 
perspectives, such as summer 
festivities, family reunion, and summer 
gift exchange customs. 
 

Suggested Practices: 

 summer festivals 
 Obon 
 “bon dance” 
 summer school 
 radio physical exercise 
 summer gift exchange 
 summer sports, 
 

Suggested Products: 

 fireworks 
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 taiko 
 vendors 
 summer foods 
 "happi coats" 
 "yukata" 
 

Suggested Perspectives: 

 family reunion 
 cram school 
 packaged tours 

Folktale 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand some of the popular 
Japanese folktales 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 enrich the understanding of the oral tradition by creating their 

own stories to share in the class (play, puppet show, movie, 
“kami-shibai”, multimedia presentation, etc.) 

 compare and contrast the cultural values and/or mottos 
 discuss perspectives on hidden cultural values taught through 

oral tradition in the past such as loyalty and perseverance 

Students explore different sets of 
cultural values in folktales, and 
identify unique cultural products 
described in folktales, such as kimono, 
hachimaki, katana, peach, etc. 
 
Suggested Practices: 

 traditional storytelling 

 story development 

 

Suggested Products: 

 traditional clothes 
 food and animals associated with 

folktales 
 cultural products 
 

Suggested Perspectives: 

 moral 
 perspectives 
 ways of thinking in the past 

My Hometown 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand examples of the Japanese 
describing their hometowns 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 

Students explore the cultural, social, 
and historical influences given by the 
places, and identify definitions of 
hometown via practices and products, 
such as socialization with neighbors, 
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 compare and contrast the topic between Japan and the United 
States  

 discuss perspectives of emotional attachments to hometown 

local products, and famous places and 
activities. 
 
Suggested Practices: 

 regional festivities 
 festivals, moving 
 career change 
 neighbors, 
 

Suggested Products: 

 housing 
 apartment 
 tourism 
 famous products 
 wild animals 
 nature 
 environment 
 transportations 
 "Furusato" (song) 
 

Suggested Perspectives: 

 city & country 
 distance between families 
 regional culture 
 history 
 industry 

Recycling 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand the various recycling 
systems and efforts in Japan 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 
 compare and contrast the topic between Japan and the United 

States 
 compare Japanese and local recycling practices by products 

 

Students deepen the understanding of 
societal needs, scientific applications, 
and cultural values, and discuss the 
unique perspectives of “mottainai” 
(closest equivalent in English, 
“wasteful”). 
 
Suggested Practices: 

 three R’s 
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 garbage disposal 
 recycling education at schools 
 

Suggested Products: 

 recycling efforts at school and in 

community 
 items for recycling 
 

Suggested Perspectives: 

 concept of “mottainai” 
 lack of natural resources 
 land problem 

Winter Holiday Season 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand various winter holiday 
activities and events in Japan 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 
 compare and contrast the topic between Japan and the United 

States 
 discuss and enrich the understanding of the Japanese 

perspectives of “kejime” 

Students deepen the understanding of 
culture and society in relation to the 
holiday season, and identify 
uniqueness in Japanese winter 
holidays, such as “hatsumoode”, end of 
year cleanup, “hatsuyume”, etc. 
 
Suggested Practices: 

 winter vacation 
 Christmas 
 New Year’s days 
 family reunion 
 family vacation 
 new year’s cards 
 new year’s monetary gifts 
 first visits to temples and shrines 
 first calligraphy 
 New Year's resolution 
 

Suggested Products: 

 Christmas cake 

 new year’s meals 

 new year’s decorations 
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 new year’s cards 

 fortune telling 

 calligraphy 

 “karuta” 

 "daruma" 

 

Suggested Perspectives: 

 concept of “kejime” 
 auspicious items 
 bells on New Year’s Eve 
 Christmas in Japan 

My Treasure 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand about treasured tangible 
items of various people in Japan 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 
 compare and contrast the topic between Japan and the United 

States 
 discuss beliefs and cultural values in treasuring items 

Students explore the social, cultural, 
historical, and individual values of 
treasures, and identify treasured 
tangible items and wishing practices, 
such as “omamori”, souvenirs, and 
mementos. 
Suggested Practices: 

 concept of “kejime” 
 auspicious items 
 bells on New Year’s Eve 
 Christmas in Japan 
 

Suggested Products: 

 Mementos 
 Charms 
 Souvenirs 
 friendship bracelet 
 

Suggested Perspectives: 

 luck 
 memory 
 wish 
 important items and thoughts 
 value system 
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Traveling in Japan 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand popular tourist destinations 
in Japan 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 
 compare and contrast geographical and historical aspects and 

lifestyles of Alaskans and Japanese  
 enrich the understanding of tourism and popular destinations by 

creating a travel brochure  
 discuss perspectives of media influences to travel destinations 

Students deepen the understanding of 
geography, history, and lifestyles of 
the Japanese, and identify popular 
travel destinations and various 
advertisements. 
 
Suggested Practices 

 travel plan 
 introduction 
 tour information 
 community events 
 transportations 
 

Suggested Products 

 maps 

 travel web sites 

 brochures 

 books 

 magazines 

 photos 

 

Suggested Perspectives 

 PR 
 media influence 
 fashion 
 regional culture 

Ten Years from Now 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.1-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 watch, listen, and read to understand about popular careers in 
Japan 

 converse to exchange the facts, thoughts, and ideas on the topic 
 speak and write to express one’s own observations, thoughts, 

and ideas on the topic 
 compare and contrast the topic between Japan and the United 

States 
 discuss popular occupations in Japan, and analyze the changes 

from the past to the present 

Students deepen the understanding of 
societal change, media influences, and 
career education, and identify ways to 
utilize Japanese language skills in 
future careers and their means, such as 
colleges and workplaces. 
Suggested Practices: 

 career guidance 
 college entrance exam 
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 applying jobs 
 interview 
 

Suggested Products: 

 job recruitment 
 trade schools 
 resume 
 

Suggested Perspectives: 

 popular careers 
 media influence 
 dreams 

Other Requirements 
 approximately 250 kanji characters 
 listening, reading, speaking, and writing exercises in preparation for the AP Japanese exam  
 writing and typing journal 

 

*AP course syllabi must be College Board approved 
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SPANISH
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Spanish Speaking Countries & Culture 
Grades:  9-12 Overview:  This course is an introduction to the Spanish speaking countries and the Hispanic  

culture. It provides various cultural themes to explore and learn through hands-on activities and 
projects. This credit class is not to be used to replace semester one of Spanish I.   

Length:  1 semesters 

Prerequisites:  None 
 

Themes 

 

Mastery Core Objectives 
 

Students will: 

Suggested Activities 

Introduction of Spanish 

Speaking Countries   

 “Why Learn Spanish” - YouTube Video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4HEq4V1Fow 

Spain 

AK. Content Standards:  
A.1-3 
 B.2  
 B.2,3,6 
1-4 
B.2-3 
National Standards:  
1.1-3 
 2.1-2 
3.1 
4.1-2 
5.1 

Explore the following themes related to  Spain:  
 geography 
 history 
 visit  the regions of Spain   
 holidays (crafts) 
 literature 
 arts 
 cooking 
 films  
 music, songs, dances, and sports 

Virtual tour of the  region  and  history 
 los moros  y la influencia  
 los reyes católicos    
 los conquistadores   
 Franco 
 Juan Carlos  
 España  hoy 
 las regions de España  
 días festivos  
 la literatura española : novelas, poemas  y 

teatro 
 el arte de España  
 la comida española  
 las películas españolas  
 la música flamenco y el baile flamenco  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4HEq4V1Fow


 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  112 Spanish Culture 
World Languages Curriculum  2017-2018 Revision, Draft 4 

 

 la música  y el baile de hoy 
México  

AK. Content Standards:  
A.1-3 
 B.2  
 B.2,3,6 
1-4 
B.2-3 
National Standards:  
1.1-3 
 2.1-2 
3.1 
4.1-2 
5.1 

Explore the following themes related to  México:  
 geography 
 history 
 visit the states of México   
 holidays (crafts) 
 literature 
 arts 
 cooking 
 films  
 music, songs,  dances, and sports 

Virtual tour of the  region  and  history 
 Los  indigenas pre-colombianos   
 la geografía     
 la historía y la conquista    
 los revolucionarios y la guerra civil  
 Mexico hoy  
 días festivos  
 la literatura mexicana: novelas, poemas y 

teatro 
 el arte de México  
 la comida mexicana  
 la influencía Tex- Mex  
 las películas mexicanas  
 la música mexicana  y los bailes   
 la música  y el baile de hoy 

Andean Countries: 

Ecuador, Peru, and 

Bolivia  

AK. Content Standards:  
A.1-3 
 B.2  
 B.2,3,6 
1-4 
B.2-3 
National Standards:  
1.1-3 
 2.1-2 

Explore the following themes related to Ecuador, Peru and 
Bolivia  
 geography 
 history 
 visit Andean Countries : Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia    
 holidays (crafts) 
 literature 
 arts 
 cooking 
 films  
 music, songs, dances, and sports 

Virtual tour of the  region  and  history 
 la geografía de la region andina  
 historía de la región andina  
 los revolucionarios  
 la region andina hoy   
 días festivos  
 la literatura andina : novelas, poemas y teatro 
 el arte de la region andina   
 la comida andina   
 las películas andinas   
 la música andina y los bailes   
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3.1 
4.1-2 
5.1 

 la música  y el baile de hoy 

Southern Cone: Chile, 
Argentina, Paraguay,  and  
Uruguay  
AK. Content Standards:  
A.1-3 
 B.2  
 B.2,3,6 
1-4 
B.2-3 
National Standards:  
1.1-3 
 2.1-2 
3.1 
4.1-2 
5.1 

Explore the following themes related to Chile, Argentina, 
Paraguay, and Uruguay  
 geography 
 history 
 visit the countries Chile, Argentina, Paraguay, and 

Uruguay    
 holidays (crafts) 
 literature 
 arts 
 cooking 
 films  
 music, songs, dances, and sports 

Virtual tour of the  region  and  history 
 la geografía  del Cono sur   
 la geografía     
 historía de la región  
 los revolucionarios  
 el Cono sur hoy    
 días festivos  
 la literatura del Cono sur: novelas, poemas  y 

teatro 
 el arte del Cono sur    
 la comida del Cono sur    
 las películas del Cono sur    
 la música del Cono sur y los bailes   
 la música y el baile de hoy 

Central America: 

Guatemala, El Salvador,  

Honduras,  Costa Rica, 

Nicaragua, and Panamá   

AK. Content Standards:  
A.1-3 
 B.2  
 B.2,3,6 
1-4 
B.2-3 
National Standards:  

Explore the following themes related to Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Honduras,  Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Panamá   
 geography 
 history 
 visit the countries Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras,  

Costa Rica,  
             Nicaragua, and Panamá   
 holidays (crafts) 
 literature 
 arts 

Virtual tour of the  region  and  history 
 la geografía     
 historía de la América Central   
 los revolucionarios  
 la América Central  hoy    
 días festivos  
 la literatura de la América Central: novelas, 

poemas y teatro 
 el arte de la América Central  
 la comida de la América Central 
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1.1-3 
 2.1-2 
3.1 
4.1-2 
5.1 

 cooking 
 films  
 music, songs, dances, and sports 

 las películas de la América Central 
 la música de la América Central y los   bailes   
 la música y el baile de hoy 

El Caribe: Cuba, Puerto 

Rico,  and the Dominican 

Republic   

Geography  and History 

AK. Content Standards:  
A.1-3 
 B.2  
 B.2,3,6 
1-4 
B.2-3 
National Standards:  
1.1-3 
 2.1-2 
3.1 
4.1-2 
5.1 

Explore the following themes related to Cuba, Puerto Rico, 
and the Dominican Republic     
 geography 
 history 
 visit the countries Cuba and the Dominican Republic, 

and visit the commonwealth of Puerto Rico  
 holidays (crafts) 
 literature 
 arts 
 cooking 
 films 
 music, songs, dances,  and sports 

Virtual tour of the  region  and  history 
 la geografía     
 historía del Caribe  
 El Caribe hoy hoy    
 días festivos  
 la literatura del Caribe : novelas, poemas  y 

teatro 
 el arte del Caribe  
 la comida del Caribe  
 las películas del Caribe   
 la música del Caribe y los   bailes   
 la música y el baile de hoy  

Venezuela and Columbia 

Geography  and History 

AK. Content Standards:  
A.1-3 
 B.2  
 B.2,3,6 
1-4 
B.2-3 

Explore the following themes related to Venezuela and  
Colombia     
 geography 
 history 
 visit the countries Venezuela and  Colombia     
 holidays (crafts) 
 literature 
 arts 

Virtual tour of the  region  and  history 
 la geografía     
 historía Venezuela y Colombia     
 los revolucionarios  
 Venezuela y  Colombia hoy    
 días festivos  
 la literatura de Venezuela y Colombia: 

novelas, poemas y teatro 
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National Standards:  
1.1-3 
 2.1-2 
3.1 
4.1-2 
5.1 

 cooking 
 films  

music, songs, dances,  and sports 

 el arte de Venezuela y Colombia     
 la comida de Venezuela y Colombia     
 las películas de Venezuela y Colombia       
 la música de Venezuela y Colombia y los 

bailes   
 la música  y el baile de hoy 

Estados  Unidos (United 

States)  

AK. Content Standards:  
A.1-3 
 B.2  
 B.2,3,6 
1-4 
B.2-3 
National Standards:  
1.1-3 
 2.1-2 
3.1 
4.1-2 
5.1 

Explore the influence of the Hispanic culture  in the United 
States     
 geography 
 history 
 states      
 holidays (crafts) 
 literature 
 arts 
 cooking 
 films  
 music, songs, dances, and sports  

 

Virtual tour of the  region  and  history 
 la geografía     
 historía        
 el Tratado de Guadalupe y Hidalgo   
 Los estados en EE.UU. y la influencia hispana 

hoy    
 días festivos  
 la literatura : novelas, poemas y teatro 
 el arte       
 la comida  
 las películas  
 la música y los bailes   
 la música y el baile de hoy 

Meta Language 

AK. Content Standards:  
WL.A.1-3 
National Standards:  
1. 1-3 

 learn basic classroom phrases and expressions (meta 
language) in Spanish  

 understand and use the meta language in the classroom 

 

 
 



 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  116 Spanish I 
World Languages Curriculum  2017-2018 Revision, Draft 4 

 

Spanish I 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: Spanish I is an introductory course designed to lay the foundation for students to 

comprehend and communicate Spanish in everyday life. Students will acquire basic grammar, 
pronunciation, and comprehension skills while exploring a variety of Spanish cultural topics. 

Length: 2 semesters 
Prerequisites: None 

 

Themes 
Mastery Core Objectives 

 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
the following concepts: 

Basics 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1.3; 2.1-2; 5.1 

 communicate their basic classroom needs  
 respond to basic classroom commands  
 identify colors and numbers 0-1,000 
 use appropriate question words to communicate 
 pronounce words correctly when reading aloud 
 begin writing vocabulary 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 explore different regional pronunciations 

 traditional format for writing 
names and dates 

 difference between usted and tú 
forms 

 punctuation and capitalization 
rules   

 masculine/feminine 
 practice pronunciation 
 sentences with Spanish 

orthographic marks 
 adjectives/noun placement and 

agreement 
 determiner/noun agreement (el, un, 

nuestro, este, ese)  
 present indicative forms of: tener, 

estar, and ser  
 use  estar and ser  
 definite/indefinite articles 
 subject pronouns 
 gustar(le); interesar(le); 

aburrir(le) 
 caer(le)   

Personal Information 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.3 
National Standards: 1.3; 2.1-2; 5.1 

 greet and take leave of others appropriately (verbal and physical) 
given their relationship and time of day  

 ask / tell others their name, age, and where they are from  
 ask others how they are and answer (conditions)  
 introduce themselves and others; respond to introductions  
 ask / tell what they like and what they like to do   
 write simple dialogues  

 

Cultural aspect: 

 understand and explore different non-verbal greetings 
Family 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 5.1 

 ask / tell others what they are like and what their family and 
friends are like 
 describe people’s physical appearance and their personality   
 identify relatives and their pets 
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 explain how family members are related to one another 
 

Cultural aspect: 

 basic  structures  of  American family  and the  Hispanic family 

 verbs: salir, traer, venir 
 possessive adjectives 
 verb conjugations for regular –ar, -

er, -ir verbs (vosotros optional) 
 irregular verbs:  hacer (to do) , 

pedir (to ask for), servir (to serve) , 
traer  (to bring) 

 possessive with ‘de’ 
 contraction del, de la, de los, de las 
 verb ir (to go)   
 gustar(le); interesar(le); 

aburrir(le) 
 ordinal numbers: primero, 

segundo… 
use numbers 0-1,000 

 positive and negative words   
 comparative structures: más que, 

menos que 
 superlative structures: mejor que, 

peor que 
 saber  vs. conocer 
 present progressive of the 

indicative with the verb estar    
 expressions used for location with 

estar (to be) 
 contraction al, a la, a los, a las 
 verb ir(to go) 
 ir + a + infinitive 
 directions 
 hacer with expression of weather 
 present indicative of stem changing 

verbs: (querer, preferir ,etc.) 
 me falta(n)…  
 use of formal language with 

strangers 

Food 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2;  
3.1; 4.1-2; 5.1 

 identify food 
 identify shops 
 ask for a menu  
 order and comment on food  
 ask for the bill  

 

Cultural aspect:  

 basic discussion of comparing/contrasting of American meals, 
manner, and habits  to meals in Spanish-speaking countries 

School 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3 
National Standards: 1.3; 2.1-2; 5.1 

 list/describe classes they are taking and what time 
 list school supplies they need/use in different classes  
 say which classes they enjoy and why  
 say which classes they do not enjoy and why 
 ask for and tell time   

 

Cultural aspect: 

 compare target country’s public school routines and systems   
 describe the different viewpoints of time in target countries and 

how misunderstandings might occur 
Sports/ Hobbies 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 5.1 

 describe their hobbies  
 describe sports they participate in throughout the year  
 describe activities/sports they participate in or enjoy   
 describe sports/activities they do not like to do  

 

Cultural aspects:   
 compare club vs. school sports in Spanish-speaking countries 

Holidays and Celebrations 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2-3 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 discuss activities related to the holidays they celebrate and 
vacations  

 read and write stories using the holiday vocabulary  
 

Cultural aspect:  
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 learn about the holidays and festivals, such as Día de los 
Muertos, , La Navidad , Año Nuevo , Tres Reyes Magos, 
Carnaval , Cuaresma, Semana Santa, Pascua, Cinco de Mayo, 
running of the bulls,  feria de la primavera , and la quema de?  

 basic discussion about how religion influences cultural 
celebrations  

 understand the importance of the quinceañera. 
 identify music types and basic dances from a variety of holidays. 
 learn about the food associate with different holidays 

 names of shops in the Spanish 
speaking 
world, the ending ería  

 expression used with to be in style: 
me queda bien/mal 

 

 
Geography 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1- 5 

 locate ten  of the 21 Spanish speaking countries on a map 
 identify capitals of ten  Spanish speaking countries on a map 

 

Cultural aspects: 

 research basic information about a Spanish speaking country   
 Hispanic Heritage Month 

 

Communities 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 identify common city landmarks, buildings, and modes of 
transportation 

 describe what people are doing where they live/are 
 comprehend prepositions of place 
 comprehend and give simple directions 
 describe their own communities 

 

Cultural aspects: 
 compare shopping between Spanish-speaking and American 

communities 
Weather, Seasons, and 

Calendar 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 5.1 

 demonstrate knowledge of local weather and seasonal activities   
 describe the days, months, and seasons  
 express dates correctly  

 

Cultural aspects: 

 describe seasonal weather in different countries 
 calculate temperature conversions between Fahrenheit and 

Celsius 
 recognize that calendars begin with Monday 
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Clothes and Shopping 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2,3,5 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 
3.1; 4.1-2; 5.1 

 identify basic clothing items 
 ask the price of an item 
 describe their own clothing and that of others 

 

Cultural Aspects: 

 describe different shopping situations (e.g., mall vs. outdoor 
market) 
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Spanish II 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: Spanish II will more fully develop students' knowledge of grammar rules and 

pronunciation skills while exploring Spanish culture and history.  Students will communicate in the 
target language on a daily basis as they enhance their understanding of additional Spanish speaking 
countries.   

Length: 2 semesters 
Prerequisites: Spanish I 

 

Themes 
Mastery Core Objectives 

 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
the following concepts: 

Health 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.3 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2;3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 name body parts  
 describe symptoms of common illnesses  
 describe their daily routines for self-care  

 

Cultural aspect: 

 describe symptoms of common illnesses  
 describe their daily routines for self-care  
 comprehend simple diagnoses and prescription treatment 
 understand the concept of la farmacía y el, la farmacéutico, a 

• review grammar concepts from 
level  

• present tense of the indicative of –
go family verbs   

• verb + infinitive constructions 
• present tense irregular verbs 
• reflexive verb construction in the 

present and past tense 
• reflexive pronouns with conjugated 

verbs 
• verbs such as doler (to hurt) 
• preterit tense of the indicative of the 

regular verbs 
• preterit tense of the indicative of the 

irregular verbs 
• imperfect tense of the indicative of 

the regular verbs 
• imperfect tense of the indicative of 

the irregular verbs 
• uses of imperfect tense as opposed 

to the preterit tense   

Travel and 

Transportation 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2,3; C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2; 3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 make hotel reservations  
 purchase plane, train, bus tickets, and rental cars, including 

scheduling, seating, and price-exchange currency  
 describe transportation in target countries  
 list their past activities, accomplishments, and travels using the 

preterite 
 

Cultural aspect: 

 interpret transportation schedules 
 describe transportation systems in Spanish-speaking countries 

Childhood 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.3 

 describe own childhood activities  
 compare own childhood activities with activities of children in 

Spanish speaking countries 
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Cultural aspect: 

 learn and play childhood games common to target countries 

• present perfect tense of the 
indicative  

• future tense  
• conditional tense    
• informal commands    
• indirect object pronouns 
• direct object pronouns 
• comparison   
• adverbs 
• diminutives 
• adjectives 
• indefinite articles 

History, Legends, and 

Narratives 
AK. Content Standards: WL.B.2, 3, 6 
National Standards: 1-5 

 summarize history/legends of the major civilizations from 
Spanish speaking countries  

 describe ancient civilizations  
 discuss the effects of Europe on the New World  

 

Cultural aspect: 

 demonstrate a greater knowledge of historical, political, social, 
and artistic contributions from Spanish speaking countries  

 Hispanic Heritage Month: research a Hispanic American and 
his/her positive influence in the United States 

Food 
(fruits and vegetables, meats, 

bargaining, shopping) 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2;3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 recognize foods from Spanish-speaking countries 
 develop a larger vocabulary related to foods 
 describe and identify a greater variety of foods 

 identify traditional Hispanic food 
 

Cultural aspect: 

 research and prepare recipes from the target country 
Animals and Ecosystems 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.2-3 
National Standards: 1-5 

 name the animals from Spanish-speaking countries 
 tell stories using both past tenses featuring Latin American 

animals  
 

Cultural aspect: 

 explain symbolic significance of certain Latin American animals 
(coyote, jaguar, quetzal, etc.)  

Holidays and Festivities 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2;3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 describe location, date, and significance of a variety of holidays, 
festivals, and celebrations 

 identify different music styles for each holiday  
 identify basic dance steps of merengue, bachata, 

salsa/mambo/cumbia, and  tango 
 

Cultural aspect: 

 create an art project which reflects understanding of the customs 
and traditions of specific holidays 
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 create a dance or song from  lyrics from a popular Spanish song 
or poem 

House and Chores 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
C.1 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2;3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 identify and describe rooms, common furniture, fixtures, and 
appliances in the home 

 describe what chores are done in their own home 
 complain, make excuses, and refuse to do chores  
 command/request others to do chores  

 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 describe the responsibilities of people in their family and 
contrast that to a typical Hispanic family 

 

Professions and 

Nationalities 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.2-3 
National Standards: 1-5 

 identify the nationalities of all 21 Spanish-speaking countries  
 identify the professions and nationalities of a variety of famous 

Spanish speakers  
 describe their future profession 
 describe what they would like to do in their life in the future 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 research a famous personality and present the information from a 
variety of choices: poem, report, PowerPoint, song, etc. 
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Spanish III 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: Spanish III emphasizes more extensive communication in the Spanish language.  

Speaking Spanish is a basic requirement in class. Emphasis on reading short stories, building 
vocabulary, and developing fluency in conversation is included. This course will increase study of the 
Hispanic culture, history, literature, and art. 

Length: 2 semesters 
Prerequisites: Spanish II 

 

Themes 
Mastery Core Objectives 

 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
the following concepts: 

Personal Information, 

Opinions, Hobbies, and 

Vacations 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1.3; 2.1-2; 5.1 

 express interest, indifference, and displeasure about hobbies, 
vacations, and sports  

 describe yourself and others 
 describe familiar places  
 use the vocabulary of interest, indifference, and displeasure to 

discuss future and past vacations  
 ask for information for vacation arrangements  

 

Cultural aspect: 

 compare and contrast personal hobbies and pastimes with those 
of target countries 

 review grammar and structures 
from Spanish II 

 present tense of –ar; -er and –ir  the 
verbs in the indicative mood 

 the present progressive 
 review ir + a 
 reflexive verbs 
 preterit tense of all the verbs and a 

list of words (anoche, etc)  
 imperfect tense verbs and a list of 

words (mientras, etc)  
 verbs in the preterit vs. imperfect  
 present perfect and list of words 

(ya, etc) 
 present perfect tense 
 pluperfect tense 
 lo que 
 future tense 
 conditional tense  
 informal commands 
 interrogative words   

Healthy Lifestyle/ 

Lifestyles of Today and 

Yesterday 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2;3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 ask for and give advice  
 talk about taking care of themselves 
 read and discuss articles about lifestyle in Spanish-speaking 

countries  
 contrast the health habits of Spanish speakers to their habits today  

 

Cultural aspect: 

 compare and contrast lifestyles/roles in Spanish speaking 
countries and the local community 

Past, Present, and Future;   talk about what has happened  
 discuss the advantages and disadvantages of modern life  
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Technology and its 

Influence 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.6; C.1 
National Standards: 1-5 
 

 debate a topic 
 discuss responsibilities  
 talk about future events  
 write about inventions that have affected their life 

 

Cultural aspect: 

 create a presentation of a notable Spanish scientist or inventor 

 por and para 
 Review grammar and structures 

from Spanish II 
 present tense of –ar; -er and –ir  the 

verbs in the indicative mood 
 the present progressive 
 review ir + a 
 reflexive verbs 
 preterit  tense of all the verbs  and 

a list of words (anoche, etc)  
 imperfect tense verbs  and a list of 

words (mientras, etc)  
 verbs in the preterit vs. imperfect  
 present perfect and list of words  

(ya, etc) 
 present perfect tense 
 pluperfect tense 
 lo que 
 future tense 
 conditional tense  
 informal commands 
 interrogative words   
 por and para 

Around the Table 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3 
National Standards: 1.1-3; 2.1-2;3.1; 
4.1-2; 5.1 

 talk about how food tastes  
 talk about unintentional events  
 ask for help and request favors  
 listen to Spanish speakers talk about accidents or mistakes  
 interview a classmate about his/her favorite dish  

 

Cultural aspect: 

 compare and contrast foods in the target country and the local 
community 

Legends  
(Local Community and Spanish-

Speaking Countries) 

AK. Content Standards: AL.A.1-3; 
B.3 
National Standards: 1-5 

 read, understand, and discuss legends  
 talk about hopes and wishes  
 listen to Spanish speakers talk about hopes and wishes  
 tell their own legend   

 

Cultural aspect: 

 compare and contrast the legends from Spanish-speaking 
countries and the legends from their  home community 

Music and Art  
(Spanish-Speaking Countries: 

Influence of Spanish Music and 

Art)  

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 

 learn vocabulary about the arts and music  
 give opinions about art and music from target countries  
 interview classmates about their likes and dislikes in art and 

music  
 

Cultural aspect: 

 explore the influence of art and music in Spanish speaking 
countries  

Friendship and 

Interpersonal 

Relationships 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3 

 express happiness and unhappiness in the present and past tense  
 comfort someone  
 express an apology  
 discuss situations and solutions  
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National Standards: 1.3; 2.1-2; 5.1  write about high school situations and resolutions  
 

Cultural aspect: 

 listen to Spanish speakers talk about high school, and compare 
how each culture deals with stress 

Media  
(Influence in the Local 

Community, United States, and 

Spanish-Speaking World) 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2 
National Standards: 1-5 

 express doubt and disbelief  
 express certainty/talk about what the student knows  
 express possibility and impossibility or express surprise  
 interview a classmate about dealing with the positive/negative 

media influence in his/her life 
 explore the impact of the media in their life  

 

Cultural aspect: 

 explore the newspaper stands in Spanish speaking countries   
 explore the influence of the media in Spanish speaking countries   

Cultural Heritage  
(Stereotypes in the Local 

Community and Influence of 

Spanish Speakers) 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.2,4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 talk about emotional reactions  
 express disagreement  
 express assumptions  
 use hypothetical statements  
 explore stereotyping  
 talk about accomplishments/success  
 talk about ancestral roots  

 

Cultural aspect: 

 study the influence of the Hispanic culture in our community 
Environmental, Social, 

and Global Issues 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-3; 
B.3-4 
National Standards: 1-5 

 express cause and effect  
 talk about hypothetical statements and situations  

 

Cultural aspect: 

 compare and contrast the social and environmental issues in 
Spanish countries and their community 
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Spanish IV 
Grade: 9-12 Overview: This is a year-long course with a more advanced level of communicating in Spanish.  

Grammar and vocabulary will be reviewed and expanded through the reading of more complex 
literature, including short novels, poetry, and plays.  Emphasis is placed on improvement of reading and 
writing skills. Included is a more complex study of Spanish culture and history. 

Length: 2-4 semesters 
Prerequisites: Spanish III 

 

Themes Mastery Core Objectives 
 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
or will review the following 
concepts: 

Themes may include, but are not 
limited to: 
 Geography 

 History 

 Government/Politics 

 Social Order and 

Education 

 The Environment 

 Architecture  

 Literature (Stories, 

Novels, Poetry, and 

Plays) 

 The Arts (Music, Art, 

Theater, and Dance) 

 Cuisine/Food 

 Special Projects or 

Studies (as approved by 
instructor) 

 
AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.2 

 more easily comprehend native speakers  
 improve comprehension of audio communication such as music, 

film, radio, and television programs  
 communicate with native speakers on familiar topics  
 discuss: 

o familiar topics with increasing fluency and grammatical 
accuracy  

o more abstract and complex topics from literary selections  
o current events and social issues from Spanish newspapers or 

magazines  
 apply knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, syntax, and other 

contextual clues for effective comprehension of edited and 
authentic materials  

 write compositions which develop fairly complex topics  
 evaluate authentic readings of increasing complexity  
 compose original works in Spanish  

 

Cultural aspect: 

 participate in multicultural events in the community or school  
 sample Spanish customs and cuisine  

 grammar/usage/structure from 
Spanish I-III 

 gustar and similar verbs 
 ser vs. estar 
 expressions of tener 
 descriptive adjectives 
 comparatives and superlatives 
 stem-changing verbs 
 verbs with spelling changes and 

irregular verbs 
 preterite: regular/irregular verbs 
 preterite: stem-changing irregular 

verbs 
 direct/indirect object pronouns 
 personal a 
 imperfect/irregular imperfect verbs 
 the infinitive 
 preterite vs. imperfect 
 formal and informal commands 
 possessive adjectives, pronouns 
 indefinite articles 



 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  127 Spanish IV 
World Languages Curriculum  2017-2018 Revision, Draft 4 

 

 if possible, participate in an immersion experience such as an 
exchange or travel in a Spanish-speaking country  

 develop a deeper understanding of one’s own language and 
culture through the study of Spanish  

 learn about career opportunities in which knowledge of Spanish is 
a supportive skill  

 experience authentic Spanish music, food, art, and dance as 
available within the community or through travel  

 e/negative expressions 
 por and para 
 past participle 
 passive constructions 
 future tense: regular and irregular 

forms 
 conditional 
 present subjunctive 
 subjunctive noun clauses  
 relative pronouns 
 present subjunctive: adjective 

clauses adverbial clauses 
 imperfect of the subjunctive, and si 

clauses 
 imperfect subjunctive: noun and 

adjective clauses; subjunctive: 
adverbial clauses 

 present perfect: the indicative vs. the 
subjunctive 

 sequences of tenses: indicative and 
subjunctive 

 imperfect of subjunctive in main 
clauses 

 review of present and future perfect 
tenses 

 review of pluperfect tense  
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Advanced Placement (AP) Spanish* 
Grade: 11-12 or teacher recommendation Overview: This is a year-long course with a more advanced level of communicating in Spanish, 

based on College Board approval and outlined material. Precise grammar and vocabulary will be 

reviewed and expanded through the reading of more complex literature, including short novels, poetry, 

and plays. Emphasis is placed on higher oral proficiency and adeptness in reading and writing skills. 

Included is a more complex study of Spanish culture and history. This course is designed for students 

who plan to take the AP Spanish exam. 

Length: 2-4 semesters 
Prerequisites: Spanish III 

 

Units Mastery Core Objectives 
 
 
 

Students will: 

Grammar/ 
Usage/Structure 

Students will be introduced to 
or will review the following 
concepts: 

Themes may include, but are not 
limited to: 
 Geography 

 History 

 Government/Politics 

 Economics 

 Social Order and 

Education 

 The Environment 

 Architecture  

 Literature (Stories, 

Novels, Poetry, and 

Plays) 

 The Arts (Music, Art, 

Theater, and Dance) 

 Cuisine/Food 

 more easily comprehend native speakers  
 understand longer and more abstract verbal exchanges, similar to 

those on the AP exam 
 improve comprehension of audio communication such as music, 

film, radio, and television programs  
 communicate with native speakers on familiar topics with 

increasing oral proficiency 
 discuss: 

o familiar topics with increasing fluency and grammatical 
accuracy  

o more abstract and complex topics from literary selections 
with increasing fluency and accuracy  

o current events and social issues from Spanish newspapers or 
magazines  

 apply knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, syntax, and other 
contextual clues for effective comprehension of edited and 
authentic materials  

 write compositions which develop fairly complex topics 
comparable to those on the AP exams 

 grammar/usage/structure from 
Spanish  I-IV 

 gustar and similar verbs  
 ser vs. estar  
 expressions of tener  
 descriptive adjectives  
 comparatives and superlatives  
 stem-changing verbs  
 verbs with spelling changes and 

irregular verbs  
 preterite: regular/irregular verbs  
 preterite: stem-changing irregular 

verbs  
 direct/indirect object pronouns  
 personal a  
 imperfect/irregular imperfect verbs  
 the infinitive  
 preterite vs. imperfect  
 formal and informal commands  
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 Special Projects or 

Studies (as approved by 
instructor) 

AK. Content Standards: WL.A.1-4; 
B.1-6; C.2; WL.B.2,3 
National Standards: 1-5 

 respond to audio and visual cues similar to those on the AP exam 
 evaluate authentic readings of increasing complexity  
 compose original works in Spanish  

 

Cultural aspect:  

 participate in multicultural events in the community or school  
 sample Spanish customs and cuisine  
 if possible, participate in an immersion experience such as an 

exchange or travel in a Spanish-speaking country  
 develop a deeper understanding of one’s own language and 

culture through the study of Spanish  
 learn about career opportunities in which knowledge of Spanish is 

a supportive skill  
 experience authentic Spanish music, food, art, and dance as 

available within the community or through travel  
 
There will be additional requirements for students planning to take the 
Spanish AP exam.  

 possessive adjectives, pronouns  
 indefinitive/negative expressions  
 por and para  
 past participle  
 passive constructions  
 future tense: regular and irregular 

forms  
 conditional  
 present subjunctive  
 subjunctive noun clauses  
 relative pronouns  
 present subjunctive: adjective 

clauses  
 adverbial clauses  
 imperfect of the subjunctive, and si 

clauses  
 imperfect subjunctive: noun and 

adjective clauses; subjunctive: 
adverbial clauses  

 present perfect: the indicative vs. the 
subjunctive  

 sequences of tenses: indicative and 
subjunctive  

 imperfect of subjunctive in main 
clauses 

 review of present and future perfect 
tenses 

 review of pluperfect tense 
Students will: 
 understand subtleties of meaning in a variety of authentic works 
 participate in a debate over a current social, political, or environmental issue 
 summarize and communicate main ideas and supporting details from a variety of authentic work 
 produce extended oral presentations and research papers using visual and technological support 
 interview a native speaker 

* AP course syllabi must be College Board approved  
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